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Everyone knows, the T-region is in the grip of
a strong sentiment seeking formation of
Telangana State; and the ruling Congress
has been facing rough weather in all the
three regions of the state since past few
years. Right now, Jagan’s mohana (spell) is
looming large in the rest of Coastal Andhra
and Rayalaseema regions.  At a time like
this, the jack of T-movement, KCR dropped
his crude bomb some time ago; and now its
effect is showing. Many T-Congress MPs led
by Peddapalli MP Dr Gaddam Vivek are
planning to quit the Congress and join the
TRS. To begin the proceedings, Nagar-
kurnool and Warangal MPs are joining the
TRS this week.

KCR is a man in great hurry to increase his
strength. He is attracting MPs and MLAs
from other parties to join his TRS party so
that he can overwhelm all the rivals in one go
and sweep the polls whenever general
elections are held to the 17 Lok Sabha and
119 Assembly seats in the Telangana region.
On one hand, KCR has been inviting the
ruling party MPs from Telangana to quit
Sonia’s Congress and join the Telangana
movement and on the other hand offering
seats to sitting MLAs belonging to the TDP
leaving Chandrababu Naidu panting in his
walkathon.

By Our Political Correspondent 

Contd. on page 2

The chips of future India... p8
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T
he state of Andhra Pradesh has been in a political turmoil since
December-2009.  From then on, the ruling Congress party has been
facing rough weather in all the three regions of the state. While the

Telangana region is in the grip of a strong sentiment with people over there
demanding immediate formation of separate state of Telangana; the
politically savvy Coastal Andhra and faction ridden Rayalaseema regions are
known to be under the spell of ‘Jagan Maya’ despite the fact that YS Jagan is
‘kept’ in jail since May last year. 

General Elections to the Lok Sabha and Andhra Pradesh State Assembly
are scheduled in April-2014 unless advanced for political purposes. The UPA
led by Congress is known to be facing tough times. The UPA coalition has
formally lost its majority after the exit of both TMC and DMK.  At present
the central government headed by Congress party is struggling to run only
by resorting to arm-twisting leaders of parties like the BSP and Samajwadi
Party by using CBI. Despite this, the writing is on the wall and any moment
the Manmohan Singh government may collapse necessitating early polls. 

Many opinion polls and surveys are predicting a gloomy picture for the
Congress party especially in the crucial state of AP which has about 42 seats
in Lok sabha. The success of Congress in 2004 and 2009 elections has
undoubtedly boosted the strengths of the Congress to lead the UPA. But
things are not the same for the Congress and in fact they are absolutely
worsening with each passing day. The fact that  in AP, the Congress won 34
plus seats out of 42 in both 2004 and 2009 Lok Sabha elections is the most
crucial aspect of every dilemma the Congress high command is facing
currently.  The Congress high command is unable to make any decision as
it is not in a position to understand how it impacts.  It has tried old hats like
Konijeti Rosaiah and D Srinivas in the past to show leeway but both failed.
They were replaced with fresh blood like the present Chief Minister Kiran
Kumar Reddy and APCC chief Bosta Satyanarayana, who are much worse
than expected. Except for two seats in the Godavari districts, the ruling
Congress lost all the 19 seats in the by-polls to Jagan’s YSRCP held in
Seema-Andhra regions; whereas in the Telangana region, the Congress not
only lost all the seats it contested in the by-polls to the TRS but couldn’t
even get deposits in many places. 

The much fancied charisma of actor Chiranjeevi also failed in Tirupati
assembly segment despite intense campaigning by him. The door to door
campaigning by even the chief minister Kiran Reddy, who hails from
Chittoor district did not fetch Congress party the much needed votes. Now
after seeing the record margin YSRCP candidate got by defeating Congress
showman T Subbirami Reddy in Nellore; there is no hope of getting even a
minimum of at least about 10 to 12 seats in the Lok Sabha out of 42 seats.
That is the reality prevailing right now at a time when the Congress headed
by ailing Sonia Gandhi is looking to salvage its position through out the
country.

KCR on Cloud Nine

Finally, new faces are emerging on the center stage of Telangana politics.
After feeling betrayed by the attitude of Sonia Gandhi over resolving the
statehood issue of Telangana, the party’s MPs from the Telangana region are
feeling completely frustrated and some are planning to leave the party shortly
to join Telangana Rashtra Samithi (TRS) headed by K Chandra sekhar Rao.
For them, the TRS is the best bet to get re-elected in the name of fighting
for the statehood of Telangana. At least three Congress MPs – Dr G Vivek
(Peddapalli), Dr Manda Jagannatham (Nagar Kurnool) and S Rajaiah
(Warangal) have made up their mind to quit Sonia Gandhi’s Congress party
and join TRS sooner or than later. Surprisingly, all the three are Dalit MPs
representing all the three constituencies reserved for SCs in T-region. Of
the three, Vivek, younger son of veteran Congress leader G Venkataswamy
is all set to play a bigger role in Telangana politics in the coming days.

TRS flexing 
its muscles…
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By V Sundar Raja

s
tock market recovered strongly in the last
few days on account of several
encouraging news. Foreign funds which

were cautious in the last few weeks, have again
turned buyers along with many domestic
investors, as the current valuations looks
attractive compared to the recent major highs.

The Monthly WPI inflation for the
month of March has been reported at 5.96%
as against the previous month figure of 6.84%,
and is at the lowest that was recorded in the
last few months.  As the inflation is much
lower, there are expectations that the Reserve
Bank of India, in its next meet, would reduce
the banking lending interest rates. This has
triggered the interest rate sensitive sector
stocks to flare up, resulting in the Banking
stocks leading the market rally, followed by
revival in the Automobile and the Real Estate
sector. 

The quarterly financial results of leading
software firms TCS, HCL Technologies, has
been better than expectations. But, the
software stocks were seen in weak trend as the
segment has already seen a strong run-up
earlier.   New encouraging measures have been
announced by the government to boost
exports of the country in the Trade policy
announced on 18th April. Market has also
witnessed strong interest due to the sudden
slide in the prices of precious metals like the

Gold, Silver and also due to decline in the
petroleum prices.  The decline in the prices of
Gold and Oil would mean a lesser cost of
imports, which is expected to have a
favourable impact on the current account
deficit.

Precious metal Gold has been in
downtrend from 32,000 levels and is now
currently expected to find short-term support
at 25,000 in the MCX commodity market. In-
case of any failure to sustain at this key
support, then it indicates a further weakness
with the next support below is seen at 23,000,
for the traders to be cautious.

Similarly, Silver has been in the
descending trend from 65,000 levels, and has
even broken down the major support level of
50,000 indicating a possible medium-term
weakness. It is now expected to take short-
term support at 41,000 levels, in the MCX
commodity market where a minor recovery is
expected. 

Crude Oil has seen a strong decline from
5,500 to current 4,700 levels, bringing big
relief for the stock market.  But, crude oil has
the next long-term support below at 4,500
rupees in the MCX commodity market, which
is also a major bottom level that is seen in the
last one year.  Indian Rupee has seen a
marginal appreciation from 55 barrier level to

53.8 and the Dollar is seen in a steady trend.

Sensex is now technically placed at the
major psychological barrier of 19,000 levels,
where a short-term consolidation can be
expected. Market has to sustain above this key
resistance to indicate a further short-term
uptrend, with the next major resistance above

at 20,000.  Market is also awaiting quarterly
financial results from major companies in the
next few days, which can be a major trigger for
the market direction.

Note - Investors should be aware of 
risks in the stock market.

mail@deccanpost.net

DP

Stocks recover, as Gold declines 
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Kaka sown seeds for sons entry into TRS, 

a long while ago!!!

E
very one was shocked when the Eighty
Four year old Gaddam Venkataswamy, the
grand old man of the Congress, stunned

the party with his attack on the party
president at a press conference in Hyderabad
on 1st February, 2011 calling Sonia Gandhi, a
foreigner with no grassroots experience.
"Sonia Gandhi must step down as the party
president, because the party has no future
under her leadership."  Being sore about the
party's decision to drop him from the
powerful Congress Working Committee. The
veteran leader stated that   "I have serious
doubts on the Congress coming back to
power under her leadership. Of the 28 states,
the Congress is in power only in a handful.
This number may become zero if she
continues to be at the helm."

To a question, what if he is expelled for
his remarks against Sonia: Kaka exhorted "If
I am expelled, party workers in Telangana
would form a new outfit called Telangana
Congress," the seven-time Lok Sabha
member has claimed. The Telangana lion has
risen again, this time to ensure the rout of
Congress in the T-region.

Kaka, has been in the T-movement since
1969 onwards. In fact, he won the Lok Sabha

seat from Siddipet in 1971 on TPS ticket
defeating the Congress candidate by huge
margin.  Later, all the 11 TPS MPs defected
to Congress, as Indira Gandhi was adamant
about keeping the AP state undivided. 

Kaka, ever since he was sidelined by
Sonia Gandhi in 2004, from becoming a
cabinet minister in the UPA-1 government;
YSR played dirty games to usher in Kaka’s son
G Vinod into the state cabinet just to keep
Kaka away from the union ministry. Kaka
understood the game plan and smartly
promoted his younger son, who was an active
industrialist running the thousand plus crore
enterprise --Visaka Group of Industries
successfully. Vivek who got elected to the
Peddapalli Lok Sabha was actively working
for the statehood of Telangana.  However, the
attitude of the Congress high command was
not encouraging to Kaka’s clan. The
domination of YSR was not acceptable to
people like Kaka, MSR and Palvai Goverdhan
Reddy. They abhorred the change of guard in
the state. They remained silent for a long
time. However after the demise of YSR, these
old veterans became active again.

They all started demanding the
formation of T-state. Kaka has great foresight

of future happenings. He cemented his
relationship with old friends like Pranab Da
and began attacking the new Gandhi-Nehru
dynasty. Kaka entertained ideas of becoming
either the chief minister or the President of
India. However, due to his advanced age, he

has to retire but not before setting the agenda
for his sons. He spotted good prospect in his
younger son who is shrewder among the two
brothers and advised him to take to politics in
a full-fledged manner. Now, Vivek has
already started a TV channel (V6) that is
attaining good popularity these days.  

But now, when  the Congress party is
still not decided about granting statehood to
T-region; the going will not be easy for any
Congress leader to win a seat in the region.
Even in Hyderabad too, the Congress
ministers like Mukesh Goud and Danam
Nagender would face the heat as the T-voters
will not spare them for their aggressive anti
T–stand. Many Congress leaders are in touch
with each other discussing about seeking
about 40 assembly seats from TRS once Vivek
makes a formal entry. 

This kind of bandwagon is equally
required for Vivek to stake his chances in
TRS after it wins a majority of seats in the T-
region.  For KCR too, someone like Vivek is
definitely needed for consolidating the caste
loyalties as well as keeping the Congress flock
in the TRS in good humor. It is to be seen as
and when Vivek will be able to make his first
move of joining the TRS. 

Konkona enjoys working with
debutant Directors

a
ctress Konkona Sen Sharma enjoys working with first-time directors because
she feels they convey something special through their work.

“I have worked with many first-time directors - Ayan (Mukherjee), Zoya
(Akhtar), Shonali Bose, who did ‘Amu’ and now Kannan Iyer. After working with
these people, I have found that the first-time directors bring something very special
to the table,” the 34-year-old said here in an interview.

“I don’t have any qualms (about
working with first-time directors). If
I love the script and have a good
rapport with the director, then first-
time director can also be very special,”
added the National Award-winning
actress.

She said the first-timers plan for
their film for many years — like how
their film would be and what it would
be. “So they put a lot of care and lot of
soul in the film.”

Konkona teamed up with
Mukherjee for his directorial debut
“Wake Up Sid” and Zoya’s first
feature film “Luck By Chance” saw
her playing the female lead.

Both “Wake Up Sid” and “Luck
By Chance” came out in 2009. While
the former was about a younger man
dating an older woman and turned
out to be a huge commercial success,
the latter detailed behind-the-curtains
Bollywood and won critical acclaim.

a
ctress Kaajal Vashisht, who is all
set to make her Tollywood
debut with Allu Arjun starrer

"Iddarammayilatho" has already
made the firm decision of not doing
any item numbers and maintaining
her focus on performance-based
roles. She believes that others may do
what they want to but she would like
to exploit her potential as a successful
actor instead of trying out item songs.

‘Iddarammayilatho’ is a
romantic-drama directed by Puri
Jagannadh. The movie features Allu
Arjun as the male lead along with
other actresses Amala Paul and
Catherine Tresa. Kaajal, who has
already worked in Hindi movies like
‘Rowdy Rathore’ and ’3G’, feels that
there is a vast difference between the
Hindi film industry and southern
film industry. Although she
completely trusts her director Puri
and says that in his guidance she will
surely shine.

Kaajal describes Allu Arjun as a
"talented and charming" actor and
says that he has been "supportive"
while shooting and "I could not ask
for more". "I hope to do a Hindi film
with him someday," she added.

Kaajal is not interested in
item songs
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TRS chief K Chandrasekhar Rao
made an offer to these MPs to join him
before his party’s 12th annual
conference at Armoor in Nizamabad
district on April 27th. TRS chief KCR is
in a hurry to show his strength and
attract more MPs and MLAs from other
parties so that he can weaken established
parties like Congress and TDP and win a
maximum number of seats in next
elections, whenever they are held.
Whether Vivek is going to switch sides by
April 27 is still doubtful, as he is likely to
join TRS at a later date.  But, other two
MPs – Jagannatham (Nagar-kurnool)and
Rajaiah (Warangal) – are  ready to bid
goodbye to the Congress and embrace the
pink party at Armoor. Perhaps, this will
sound death knell to the Congress which
has been playing politics with the lives of
people of Telangana since 2009.

Their defection will signal that people
of this region are ready to bury Congress
and hug any party which is openly
committed to the formation of ‘T’ state.
The very recent joining of Karimnagar
Town  MLA Gangula Kamalakar into
TRS from TDP shows that in spite of
many gimmicks –giving a letter to union
home minister SK Shinde and the
ongoing seven months long “Padayatra”
by Chadrababu Naidu, TDP is losing
steam and unlikely to pick up in
Telangana.

Surveys project pro-T wave:

The overwhelming support for
formation of Telangana state has been
amply demonstrated by the many opinion
polls. Even the recent pre-poll survey by
Times Now& C-voter predicted win of
pro-Telangana forces in this region. The
survey projected 9 MPs to TRS and 3
MPs to BJP in Telangana. Another MP
(Hyderabad) will likely go to the MIM.
That means, only four Lok Sabha seats

will witness keen contests between other
parties.

The LS seats likely to be won by TRS,
according to these surveys: Adilabad,
Nizamabad, Peddapalli (SC), Karimnagar,
Warangal (SC), Medak, Zaheerabad,
Mahabubabad (ST) and Nagar-Kurnool
(SC). Of them, presently except Medak,
other seats are held by Congress and TDP.
Then, the BJP is expected to bag
Secunderabad, Malkajgiri and
Mahaboobnagar if Nagam Janardhan
Reddy joins the BJP.  Of course, MIM
will retain Hyderabad seat.  Then, the
remaining four LS seats which will
witness fierce contest among different
parties are as follows:  Bhongir will face a
keen contest between TRS, TDP and
YSR Congress; Nalgonda will see a fight
between TRS, YSRCP and TDP;
Chevella will be a battle ground for
Congress, BJP and TDP; and Khammam
will play turf war between TDP and YSR
Congress. 

So, even in these four seats, the TRS
is a strong force in at least two seats –
Nalgonda and Bhongir. If the defections
continue on a large scale and the TRS can
accommodate good candidates for both
LS and Assembly, then the party’s
prospects might be bettered. So, 15 LS
seats to pro-T parties – 11 for TRS and 4
for BJP is not impossible.

If that happens, no one can stop
Telangana state formation as other three
parties – Congress, TDP and YSR
Congress will have to fight for 25 LS seats
in Seemandhra region.  If YSR Congress
can get 12 and TDP get 8 or 9 seats as the
Times Now survey projected, then, the
ruling Congress will have to put up with
just four MPs in the region. Thus
Congress that bagged 30 odd seats is
facing a virtual rout.  Even the TDP is not
as comfortable as it appears. The

possibility of gains is more in favour of
YSRCP as time goes on.  

Social Consolidation:

All this indicates to a possible
formation of Telangana state, even after
the next elections. All these years,
Congress used Telangana as a pawn to
further its political interests and keep alive
its rickety government after the sudden
death of late YSR in September 2009. But,
the deeper and stronger desire of people
of Telangana for a separate state is unlikely
to wither away. As KCR is unable to make
any headway in winning 14 or 15 MPs on
his own, he is forced to go for
realignment of social forces – embracing
Dalits, Muslims and OBCs into his party.
Though, KCR declared that the first CM
of Telangana state would be a Dalit, no
one took him seriously till now, as there
are not enough Dalit leaders with stature
and strength to provide the required
confidence. Even now, people like Manda
Krishna of the MRPS still assert, KCR
will not keep his word. They further
demanded that it should be some one
from the Madiga caste as it has about 12%
population; while the socially and
educationally advanced Mala caste is
about 7%; in all the SCs combining both
Madigas and Malas comprise about 19%
of the total population in Telangana
region. 

The Muslims who constitute about
12% in the T-region are known to be
actively seeking separate state for
Telangana. Because KCR is reluctant to let
go the crucial 12% rural Muslim vote in
the districts of T-region, he had shunned
any pre-poll pact with BJP. KCR has no
hesitation to do business with anyone but
winning the votes is the first law of
electoral politics. The population of STs
is about 10% as many Banjaras have
migrated from neighbouring Maharashtra

state as they can get ST certificate in
Telangana.   

This social consolidation and serious
effort on the part of KCR has prompted
heavy weights like Vivek to join TRS.  All
these years, Vivek played a key role in
bringing all T-Congress MPs onto one
platform and keep them united on various
occasions inside and outside the
Parliament. Now, it is time for him to take
a stand on his principles.  He is ready to
quit Congress now since the dilly-
dallying game played by so-called leaders
within the Congress high command has
gone beyond limits. Here we need to
mention the role played by his dotting
father G Venkataswamy, who is fondly
called by his men as Kaka. Venkataswamy,
a long time friend and associate of
President Pranab Mukherjee (both
worked as deputy ministers in late Indira
Gandhi’s ministry during 1973 to 1977),
is the man known to be behind his son’s
decision to quit Congress and join TRS,
a calculated risk indeed.

Behind the scenes, Pranab Da can play
the role of an elderly statesman between
Kaka and KCR, in promoting Vivek at a
future date after elections. Kaka wants to
see his son Vivek as the future Chief
Minister of Telangana and KCR has no
objection to it, as he had already declared
his intention to back a Dalit as the first
chief minster of the new state. So,
Pranab’s role will not be that difficult
here.  In this scenario, Vivek may not
contest to Lok Sabha as many think now.
He may opt for an Assembly seat and his
elder brother and former state minister
Vinod may be fielded from Peddapalli LS
seat. 

T-Congress MPs and their prospects

In the last elections, the Congress
party won 12 MPs from 17 seats available
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r
avuri Bharadwaja, 86 year old Telugu
Writer, Novelist and Columnist was
awarded the prestigious Gyanpeeth

Award, the highest literary recognition in
India for the year 2012. This award came
to a Telugu writer after a gap of 26 years
and Bharadwaja is the third Telugu man
to receive this honour which goes to a
great writer every year. The Gyanpeeth
Award is a literary award in India. Along
with the Sahitya Akademi Fellowship, it
is one of the two most prestigious literary
honours in the country. The award was
instituted in 1961. Any Indian citizen who
writes in any of the official languages of
India is eligible for the honour. It is
presented by the Bharatiya Gyanpeeth
Trust. 

“Many people
created hurdles in my
path in course of my
writing and I even faced
ridicule from different
people in the past,” said
Ravuri. “That only
showed the level of those
who supervised my
writing in different
organizations. Now, I have
no ill-will against anyone,
this award is an answer to
all of them,” Bhardwaja
said. He could not pursue
studies beyond 7th class, due
to poverty at home. 

Talking to media persons at his
Vijayanagar Colony’s modest two bed
room residence on Thursday, Bharadwaj
preferred not to remember about all those
who tried to discourage him when he
worked at several newspapers, magazines
and other publications in the last several
decades. He also worked as an employee

of All India Radio till 1986. 

This year’s Gyanpeeth selection
board chaired by noted writer Sitakant
Mahapatra specifically mentioned
Bharadwaj’s 1965 novel “Pakudurallu”
among 17 of his other novels and over
three dozen stories anthologies and other
works as his contribution to the body of
Indian Literature. Many of his Telugu
works were translated into different
Indian languages and English too. 

The conferment of Gyanpeeth Award
on Bharadwaj has surprised and shocked
Telugu literary world which has almost
reconciled to the fact that none of Telugu

writers are in the reckoning for the
honour this year. This is the third
time a Telugu writer bagged
Gyanpeeth, after traditionalist
Viswanatha Satyanarayana for his
“Ramayana Kalpavriksham” in
1970; and later C Narayana
Reddy’s “Viswambhara” in 1988.  

Dr C Narayana Reddy who
won Gyanpeeth Award in 1988
hailed Bharadwaj getting the
award by saying: "I feel he
should have got it long ago.
This is a boost to Telugu
literature". Sri Potti
Sreeramulu Telugu University

Vice-chancellor Prof Eluri Siva Reddy
said: “Bharadwaj is a towering writer in
Indian literature and yet humble”.

Moreover, Bharadwaj who was born
in a poor OBC family of goldsmiths at
Tadikonda village in Guntur district was
always an underdog as he shunned pomp
and publicity. “In spite of his prolific
writing and wide acclaim from across the
country over the years, he remained a

private man and never a regular in literary
gatherings,” poet and writer Siddhartha
told Deccan Post. 

After his father became a pauper in
1942, when Bharadwaj was just 16 years
old, as a young boy he had to do sundry
jobs and finally landed in working for
Telugu periodicals and film magazines
published in those days from Madras.
Bharadwaj’s first short story written in
1943 was turned down by a magazine, but
another one, titled “Vimala” saw the light
in the year 1946. 

Influenced by leading feminist writer
Chalam, Bharadwaj too, took to writing
on women’s liberation and freedom. He
was also inspired by other leading writers
of the time, like Sri Sri, Buchibabu,
Kodavatiganti Kutumba Rao and penned
many a progressive writings and novels on
social issues. But, poverty and meager
incomes pushed him to write detective

novels too in early days. 

Bharadwaj’s association with film
journalism helped him pen the award
winning “Pakudurallu” (slippery stones)
novel in 1965, which is based on cinema
field. His “Kantham Kathalu” the series of
stories written in loving memory of his
late wife Kantham who passed away in
1986 stand as great literary piece. He has
written 37 collections of short stories,
seventeen novels, four play-lets, and five
radio plays. He has also contributed
profusely to children's literature. Paakudu
Raallu, a graphic account of life behind
the screen in film industry, depicting the
lives and behind the scenes of film actors
is considered his magnum opus. Jeevana
Samaram is another of his popular works.
He thus became the 3rd Telugu
poet/writer in as many as 43 years to have
won the prestigious award.

By Mahesh Malekar

in the T-region. Among them three (S
Jaipal Reddy, Sarve Satyanarayana and
Balram Naik are in the union ministry.
While Secunderabad MP Anjan Kumar
Yadav never showed any liking for T-state;
the role of Zaheerabad MP Suresh
Shetkar is more or less that of a cat on the

wall. There is no question of these five
MPs shifting to any other party to contest
the next general elections. 

In the case of two other T- Congress
MPs, who have raised the Telangana voice
quite often, their accommodation in the

TRS has become a logistical problem.
Both Nizamabad MP Madhu Yashki
Goud and Karimnagar MP Ponnam
Prabhakar, despite their staunch loyalty
for T-state, are finding their
accommodation into TRS quite an
obstacle in view of KCR’s parochial
interests. KCR is known to be planning to
field his daughter Kavita from Nizamabad
and former MP from Warangal and a
close relative B Vinod from Karimnagar
and it appears this inclination is coming
in the way of welcoming Yashki and
Ponnam.  While, KCR himself will fight
from Medak; even Vijayashanti will be
shifted to fight either from Bhongir or
Zaheerabad. That’s why there is no room
for Madhu and Ponnam; in spite of them
hailing from Backward Classes (Goud
community). In this scenario, both
Ponnam Prabhakar and Madhu Yashki
will have to remain with the Congress.

But, the case of other T-Congress

MPs – Gutta Sukhender Reddy and
Komatireddy Rajagopal Reddy is different
again. Both these MPs have no proximity
with the Congress high command. It was
only because of YSR they got tickets last
time. However, they are not hesitating to
go either with TRS or YSRCP. Both KCR
and Jagan would be too glad to have them.
If Vijayashanti decides to contest from
Bhongir, then Rajagopal Reddy may have
to think of alternatives. 

They are many Congress party leaders
wanting to contest for Assembly; nothing
is impossible for some of them too join
TRS, if Vivek is given a prominent role in
the TRS affairs. With a strong lineage and
financial power, Vivek seems best suited
to play a bigger role in ‘T’ politics and he
can even become Telangana’s CM in
future. The only anti-climax could be
Congress deciding to grant statehood for
T-region before general elections. DP

editor.deccanpost@gmail.com
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I am here to serve the people
G

regory A Ballard, the 48th Mayor of Indianapolis was in
Hyderabad as a part of the Confederation of Indian In-
dustry (CII) initiative. He spoke to Deccan Post.

What have been your major initiatives for Indianapolis?

In the year 2010, I launched ‘RebuildIndy’, a $400 million
initiative to rebuild deteriorating and long-neglected
thoroughfares, residential streets, sidewalks, and bridges
throughout Marion County. I have presided over four
consecutive balanced budgets, and Indianapolis has an AAA-
debt rating.   

Do you come from a political background?

No, Not at all. After my undergraduate degree in
economics from Indiana University, I joined the US Marine
Corps and have also served in the Persian Gulf War. After
retirement as a Lieutenant Colonel and 23 years of service, I
was awarded the Legion of Merit. And finally here I am, to
serve the people.

Let us know about the Sister City program of 
Indianapolis with Hyderabad?

The city of Hyderabad alongwith the cities Campinas,
Colonge, Hangzhou, Monza, Northamptonshire, County,
Piran and Taipei are a part of the Sister Cities International
(SCI) program. Through this, we look forward to International
business contacts, Increased awareness of other cultures,
Volunteer and community service opportunities,    Fostering of
mutually beneficial relations in economic development,
education, art, culture, medicine, and sports.

How do you work on a city so diverse in culture?

Indianapolis is a multi-ethnic city. International diversity
makes us welcome refugees from around the world. The Office

of International and Cultural Affairs (ICA) and the Refugee
Resettlement Planning Group of Greater Indianapolis (RRPG)
holds forums for refugees and refugee service providers. 

Can you let us know about the areas of cooperation in
the business sector?

We have given priority for power generation through
renewable energy sources. There are huge wind farms and we
are also setting up solar photovoltaic units. We are looking
forward to share knowhow for implementation of the same.
The business collaborations in the areas of Information
Technology and Pharmaceutical sector will be win - win
situation for Hyderabad and Indianapolis.

What about cooperation through Cultural ties?

Cultural relations between Hyderabad and Indianapolis
will enhance the Business ties further. We have Gregory Glade
Hancock, a Choreographer, who runs Gregory Hancock Dance
Theatre (GHDT) at Carmel, Indiana in our present delegation.
He has met some of the Telugu film personalities, including
well-known director K Vishwanath, to explore the possibility
of choreographing in Telugu movies. Mr Hancock has created
over 120 dance works showcasing many different ethnicities,
genres and styles and is interested in Indian culture and music. 

What are your future plans?

We plan to build a second cricket stadium and organize
a US Amateur Cricket Championship in the fall of 2014. It
would send a signal to the rest of the world that Indianapolis
was an extremely inclusive city. There would also be scope
for different teams from around the world to participate in
future.
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Why Sabitha must
quit?

i
am a regular reader of Deccan Post and
it gives immense pleasure for me to read
the best analytical stories published in

Deccan Post.  With reference to your last
week’s cover story I must applaud the
analysis and is of the opinion that all the
tainted ministers who are charge sheeted as
Accused in CBI charge sheets must quit
their office and face the
trial for the accusations
and allegations.  If they
come out clean then they
can be inducted again in
the cabinet.  By the act of
the state government and
the way CBI is
functioning one can not
understand the political
happenings.  The
government is expected to
drop its ministers if any
serious allegations of
corruption are leveled
against its ministers and the

CBI is expected to arrest the Accused people
if any charges are pending against them but
sadly it appears that the political bosses are
calling the shots and Congress party is
trying to save its ministers even though they
are facing serious allegations of corruption.
It appears that the state government and the
CBI are indulging in foul play by its
selective arrests.  Its high time that Sabitha
must resign from the post of Home
Minister and cooperate with the
investigation.

Dr Ravindra Naidu

Remembering
ambedkar’s
Message

Y
our Editorial on Dr BR
Ambedkar was a very
impressive one.  It was

the birth anniversary of the
Father of the Indian
Constitution on 14th April
and most of the media was
just busy in sensationalizing
as usual and I personally

believe that nobody gave enough
importance for covering Dr Ambedkar’s
message to India and its citizens.  I was very
much impressed by the understanding of
Dr Ambedkar as he believed that education
is the vital tool in the over all
development of the country
and its citizens as well.  Many
does not know that Dr
Ambedar was a multi talented
and accomplished person and
he dedicated all his life for the welfare of not
only downtrodden sections but all the
people of India irrespective of their class and
caste.  We really salute Dr Ambedkar for his
great contribution to this nation.

Anjaneyulu, Nampally

Lawlessness in
Speaker’s
Constituency

Y
our article on focus page titled
“Lawlessness in Speaker’s
Constituency results in Suneela’s

death” was a well written article and pressed
the importance of the representation of

Speaker in his own assembly constituency
Tenali.  No doubt Nadendla Manohar is the
Speaker of the AP state legislative assembly
and he has the utmost responsibility to
preside over the house.  But at the same

time Manohar should not
forget that Tenali people
have elected him as their
representative and it’s the
duty of Manohar being
the public representative

to ensure the safety and security of the
constituency people.  He can not escape
from his basic responsibility of representing
Tenali by citing the reason of being the
speaker.  If the situation is so worse in
Speaker’s own constituency then one can
understand the situation of worsening law
and order in the state of Andhra Pradesh. Its
high time that all highly placed people like
Speaker should be seriously take cognizance
of atrocities on downtrodden sections and
prevent crimes on the helpless women and
child.

Thota Raju, Uppal

Readers are requested to send in their feedback to

mail@deccanpost.net

t
he unnecessary controversies raked up by
JD (U) strongman and Bihar Chief
Minister Nitish Kumar over NDA’s

choice of Prime Ministerial candidate are only
adding more confusion in public minds about
the  possible outcome in the next general
elections to Lok sabha due in April - 2014.
Even though, many opinion poll surveys are
projecting both ruling UPA coalition headed
by Congress and Opposition NDA headed by
BJP falling short of the magic number of 272
(halfway mark in the Lok Sabha in next
elections), the BJP which is the principal
opposition party currently in the Parliament
doesn’t appear to be learning lessons.

Of late, Nitish has been openly attacking,
the rising star of the BJP, the incumbent
Gujarat Chief Minister Narendra Modi for
some hidden reasons. In fact, Modi seems to
be quite friendly towards Nitish despite all
this. But, some how, Nitish who flaunts his
Socialist-Secularist colours quite often is
revealing signs of discomfort at the mere
mention of Modi being projected as the BJP’s
Prime Ministerial candidate. This is highly
unacceptable as both are the Chief Ministers
of their respective states and both got elected
by public, more than once.

But, Nitish appears to be playing a hidden
card. On the record, Nitish admits that neither
he can become the PM nor his party can stake
claim for the top post, in view of its limited
role. “I am not in the race for the PM post, as
my party is smaller and limited to Bihar
alone,” said Nitish at a media conclave in New
Delhi recently.  He also declared that it is the
prerogative of the BJP, the largest party leading
the NDA to name its party’s candidate for the
PM post. If that is the case, Nitish should leave

the matter at that and allow the BJP to pick its
own prime ministerial candidate, the way it
wants. But, Nitish keeps on putting conditions
to the BJP saying that the next PM candidate
of NDA should have “the qualities of Atalji”.  

Again, all this is nothing but creating
confusion about Modi’s credentials that surely
creates an impression about prevailing
infighting within NDA over its choice of
prime ministerial candidate. There is
something amiss about all these. But the most
important factor is that the interests of the
Nation are really at stake. It is indeed a sad
reflection of our democracy that Dr
Manmohan Singh who even after being Prime
Minister of India is hardly recognized as a
leader of the Nation in our billion plus
population.  The congress due to its internal

compulsions has anointed Dr Singh - a non-
political face as the PM for almost two full
terms. The country paid a heavy price as Dr
Singh never volunteered to take the mantle of
leadership. He also failed to show
accountability and transparency in his second
term leaving many confused about his own
role in scams like 2G, Coalgate, Common
Wealth Games, numerous accusations about
Defense purchases etcetera.  

Even when general elections to the Lok
Sabha, are scheduled less than a year, there is
none from Congress being projected as their
PM candidate. A very clear choice in the form
of Rahul Gandhi could easily be projected but
it looks like there is some jinx troubling the
Gandhi - Nehru family to aspire for the Prime
Minister-ship. If that is the case, this time at

least, our Prime Minister Manmohan singh
must seek election to the Lok Sabha else it
would amount to perpetuating travesty of
democracy. In this context, it is expected that
the principal opposition party would not
repeat the same folly of the Congress and
instead it will project some one as their party’s
prospect for the Nation’s future.  

The recent Times Now pre-poll survey
too predicted that though the BJP led NDA
may emerge as the single largest coalition after
the next elections, leaving behind Congress led
UPA, one of them can get simple majority to
form government on their own. The role of
regional chieftains will assume bigger role and
secret negotiations will decide who the next
PM can be. If that situation arises, the
reputation of India as a superpower with
democracy will erode. It is possible that even
after the results of next Lok Sabha elections are
announced, there may not be any new
government for weeks together, due to the
underhand bargaining. 

It is the right time for veteran BJP leader
LK Advani and other senior BJP leaders to
declare Narendra Modi as the BJP’s prime
ministerial candidate. Those who want to
continue in the NDA will continue and those
who do not like will leave it. At least that will
end the confusion and people will be able to
clearly decide on their choice.  Deccan Post
suggests that the BJP should announce Modi
as its next PM nominee. Whether that helps
the party win enough numbers or not is the
criteria.  But surely that will make people
either accept or reject BJP’s ideology in an
outright manner. That is the essence of
democracy.

Edit PagE

DP

editor.deccanpost@gmail.com

BJP must project Modi as PM
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Jeeto: Why are you studying blood
related books?
Santa: Darling, doctor told me
that tomorrow is my blood test.
So, I want to score good marks.
* * * * * * * *
Smart Student!!!!
A student was asked 2 write
a signboard 4 the traffic rules
near the college campus
He wrote:-
“Drive Carefully!
Don’t kill the students,
wait for the Teachers” xD :P
* * * * * * * *
Most STUPID questions
people usually ask
in obvious situation..

1. At movies: hey! What r u
doing here...??
Me: tujhe nahi pata yaar.!!
MaiN yaha ticket black karne
aata hu.. :p
2. In bus : A fat lady steps on
my feet : arey!! beta lagi to
nahi..
Me: Nai aunty bahot maza aaya
ek baar phir ho jaye:/ :O
3. When i got woken up at
midnight by a call: sorry yar!
So raha tha kya....??
Me: Nai yar! Mai to Bas late kar
marne ki practice kar raha tha .
4. when they see me with
shorter hair : yar! Baal
katwaye hai kya...??

Me: Pata Nahi Yaar!! raat ko

soya tha subah uth kar dekha

to andar chale gaye!!

5. When some 1 call me on my

land-line n asks where r u....??

Me: yaar main market mai hu,

phone b gale me latka kar le aaya

hu :p

* * * * * * * *

GIRL OR BOY!!!

A: Just look at that young person

with the short hair and blue jeans.

Is it a boy or a girl?

B: It’s a girl. She’s my daughter.

A: Oh, I’m sorry, sir. I didn’t

know that you were her father.
B: I’m not. I’m her mother.

A N S W E R S Sudoku-265

Answer 265 : Chandrakala, SR Nagar
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aStRo FoCuS

Aries: An assignment abandoned earlier for some reasons
is likely to come up for your consideration again. There
could be a big opportunity in your professional life. The
unemployed ones may get job offers. It is likely to be a
beneficial week for those in service, as favorable changes
would take place. You need to have transparency regarding
your aims and aspirations because you should make plans
concerning your future course of action. 

Taurus: Some of you would find an opportunity to prove
your worth in your profession. This week it would be
important that you do not hesitate in seeking help and
suggestions from others if needed. Your morale will be high
and you should try your best to complete pending projects
on time. For those traveling it would be a highly pleasurable
and educating experience.Health will not be good this week.
Be more caring toward your health.

Gemini: There will be some progress in a pending
work/project. Assistance from influential people will be
helpful. Efforts for a change in job are likely to meet with
success. Be prepared to shoulder responsibilities that come
your way regarding family matters. Keeping in view the
above you should decide your priorities after deliberating
all pros and cons carefully. Extreme caution is
recommended in the matters related to business.

Cancer: You still have plenty of time left to change things
around. Sometimes you need to take a few steps back before
you can make that great leap forward. Good financial news
this week would start a trend, which would continue for
sometime. But expenses will increase.  Secret affairs will be
exciting, but could severely damage your reputation.

Leo: A new partnership, joint venture, or collaboration will
prove beneficial in the long run. However preparations
done in advance will lead you to the desired goals. The days
ahead seem to be demanding and you need to keep to your
commitments to reap benefits. All travel-related work will
go well and would bless you with favorable results. 

Virgo: A desire to advance your career will inspire you to
work sincerely towards achieving your objectives and goals.
Financially, you are very much secured. This week
unnecessary risk should not be taken in business. Avoid
office politics as much as possible. Friends may have to 'step
in' to help with projects or situations that have you 'on
overload.

Libra: The period is favorable and you may expect elevation
in your social status, financial gain further coupled with
success of a high order during this week. Fair to good, you’ll
do well in your profession this week. Your skills and
technical knowledge would be appreciated by others. You
would also easily dominate the opinions of people around. 

Scorpio: New projects will be alluring and hard hour will
ensure outstanding gains in the long run. You'll attract more
respect and honor from people young as well as old. Bold
steps and decisions would put you in a better position in
your organization.  Your Love/Relationship could be better
if you devote your much time with your partners. Your
health will be fine and you will feel energetic throughout
this week.

Sagittarius: Your pioneering efforts are likely to earn you
success and independence in your work. Those working in
partnerships or tie-ups might experience occasional
differences with their associates. Professional insecurity is
in store. New status brings new responsibility. You are
advised to handle the situation patiently. You'll have an
opportunity to study and increase your knowledge. Your
partner would take you for a date in the end of the week.

Capricorn: There’s nothing new in your profession. It will
be as usual. You are likely to benefit from past investments.
Good week for artistic and educational pursuits. Watch your
words and hasty decisions, as it would only bring losses.
This week family members would be highly demanding
and would add pressure to your mind. Your mate or beloved
will be loving and affectionate. Health will be wonderful.
But don’t take many different foods in a day.

Aquarius: Your financial status will remain stable despite
your having taken risk in a new venture. Patience and cool
would be required to maintain harmony around you. End
of the week would be better for social activities and building
new ties. You will be in a relaxed and a happy state of mind
most of the time during this week.

Pisces: A change will make you give the best of yourself as
you will see an opening for your future career. This week
brings enough opportunities for those who seek jobs. A
sudden change in the situation proves beneficial and taking
advantage of it may help in substantial financial benefits.

April 21-27, 2013

i
n view of the festival of Sri Rama Navami on April
19th, the famed hill shrine of Lord Venkateswara at
Tirumala, the Temple priests

performed Snapana Tirumanjanam
(Celestial Bath) to Processional Deities of
Lord Rama, Seetha, Lakshmana, Anjaneya
Swamy at Ranaganayakula Mandapam
inside Sri Vari Temple.  The temple administration of

Tirumala Tirupati Devasthanams (TTD) has cancelled
Vasanthotsavam and Sahasra Deepalankara Seva on

Ramanavami day and cancelled
Vasanthotsavam even on April 20th
following special rituals on these two
auspicious days.  To annihilate the evil
forces in Tretayuga, Lord Sri Maha

Vishnu has taken the birth on earth as a human being and
his seventh incarnation Rama is a symbolic
example of perfect adherence to dharma and
he is often pictured as the ideal man and the
perfect being of the entire human race. He is
an embodiment of truth, morality, the ideal
son, the ideal husband, and above all, the
ideal king who safeguarded the interests of
his people with his able administration.
Because of all these qualities, Lord Sri Rama
is revered and worshipped even today by the
Hindus spread across the globe. 

On this important festival day, the
processional deities of Lord Sri Rama, Sita
Devi, Lakshmana Swamy and Lord
Hanuman were taken on a procession in the
four mada streets. Later on their return to the
temple, the temple priests performs special
rituals. The pundits read out "Sri Rama
Jananam" in Sri Rama Navami Asthanam,
that which takes place near Bangaru Vakili in
the night at around 10 PM. 

Laugh out loud

Sri Rama Navami Asthanam At Tirumala 
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Judges appointment: 

T
he Constitution of India is the
fundamental legal document that covers
every aspect of separation of powers

between various branches of the government.
In view of the Constitution being explicitly
clear on many issues; there has been little
scope for clash of interests between various
branches. However, Indian history after
attaining Independence and adopting the
Indian constitution has weathered many a
storm.  Each organ of the government has
tried to assert its might over the branches.  As
a result, there came as situation where men
started assuming holier than you attitude.
This has paved way for the Collegiums system
of selection for appointing judges to the
various High Courts and also the Supreme
Court.    

Though the ‘collegiums system’ which
appoints judges has been in place for quite
some time now, there have been murmurs of
dissatisfaction over the practice in different
quarters. This question has been bothering not
just the top echelons of judiciary in India, but
even the political executive that prevails in 28
federal states of India, and at the central
government too are equally concerned about
asserting their power.  

The collegiums system - which is
followed in the appointment of judges to the
Supreme Court and the various High Courts
has recently been challenged in the Supreme
Court.  The petitioner, Rajasthan-based Suraz
India Trust wants the court to declare the
system ‘ultra vires’ and ‘unconstitutional’
because the constitution does not mention it
anywhere and it has been brought into
existence through the judgments of the
supreme court. The bench, which heard the
matter, referred it to the Chief Justice of India
for ‘appropriate direction’ as the petition raised
‘complicated constitutional issues.’ On its part,
the union government has stated that the
matter required active ‘reconsideration.’  

The trust questioned two significant
verdicts of the apex court in Advocate on
Record Association Vs Union of India and
Others’ (1993) and Special Reference No 1 of
1998 that have established the primacy and
supremacy of the collegiums system in the
appointment of judges to the higher courts.
The collegiums - which the critics call as
judges appointing themselves - comprises four
senior most judges in the supreme court and
the Chief Justice of India and three more
senior most judges in a particular high court
including its chief justice.

Former Delhi high court’s chief justice
AP Shah, who could not make it to the apex
court, quotes Justice Ruma Pal, formerly
Supreme Court Judge to say that the process
by which a judge is presently appointed to the
high court or the Supreme Court is “one of

the best kept secrets in the country”. The
constitution dealing with the appointment of
judges of the Supreme Court (Article 124) and
the High Courts (Article 217) says that the
President would appoint such judges in
‘consultation’ with other judges. Initially, the
power to appoint judges vested in the political
executive. That, now, rests with the chief
justice and the senior judges of the court. The
constitutional scheme now stands amended
with the ‘concurrence’ instead of
‘consultation’ of collegiums being made
mandatory for the President to make any
appointment of judges in the apex court and
the high courts. The votaries of the present
system regard it as a manifestation of the
constitutional principles of separation of
power.  Besides, they believe that it also
reinforces the independence of judiciary.  

The initiation of removal proceedings
against former Calcutta high court judge
Soumitra Sen and former Sikkim chief justice
P D Dinakaran and the recent filing of a
charge-sheet against Justice Nirmal Yadav by
the CBI before her retirement from
Uttrakhand high court for alleged corruption
have grossly eroded the Collegiums system.
Probably, that is why many former high court
judges are opining that the collegiums system
has not been able to deliver so far. They dub it
as ‘a total failure,’ when it comes to inducting
judges of quality. “Keeping the system of
appointment of judges within the four walls of
collegiums has given rise to a lot of criticism,
of stark criticism of nepotism, corruption and
personal prejudices.

Representation to political
executive a must

To ensure greater say for the executive in
appointment of judges, the Centre wants to
scrap the present collegiums system by
replacing it with a Judicial Appointments
Commission headed by the Chief Justice of
India with the Law Minister as a representative
of the government. The proposed Judicial
Appointments Commission (JAC) will be a
six-member body headed by the CJI. Two
judges of the Supreme Court, the Law
Minister and two eminent jurists nominated
by the President will be the members. "One
view has been that the Leader of the
Opposition should be made a member of the
JAC. This suggestion could be considered,"
the Cabinet note circulated by the Law

Ministry reads. Secretary, Department of
Justice will be the Convener of the panel.

The views of the Governors, Chief
Ministers and respective Chief Justices of the
24 High Courts will be elicited in writing for
appointment of judges as per the procedure
which could be determined by the JAC. The
proposed body will recommend appointment
of judges of the Supreme Court and Chief
Justices and judges of the High Courts. The
panel will also recommend transfer of Chief
Justice and judges of the High Courts. "Any
person who is not recommended for
appointment as a judge by the JAC shall not be
appointed by the President," the note says. The
Department of Justice in the Law Ministry will
process the recommendations made by the

JAC for seeking approval of the Prime
Minister and the President. Justifying the
move to scrap the collegiums system, the Law
Ministry said, "the need for this proposal arises
primarily because the present system of
appointment of judges in the country is
unprecedented as in no other country in the
world, does the judiciary makes appointments
for itself."

However, former Chief Justice of India V
N Khare differs with many who argue about
the ill effects of Collegiums system.  He does
not call it bad as such. But, he does not mind
making a way for representation to the
executive in it. “Since there has been talk of
making it more participatory, I feel one or two
persons as nominees of the President of India
can be included in the collegiums or selection
committee,” he says. Justice Khare, feels the
president can nominate a renowned jurist or a
former judge or a Chief Justice of India in the
collegiums. He points out that prior to 1993,
when the primacy vested with the executive,
very eminent judges were still appointed to the
high courts and the Supreme Court.

Justice Shah, whose elevation to the
Supreme Court was said to have been stalled,
says the present system of judicial
appointments in the constitutional courts
exemplifies the ‘misalignment’ between the
core values of judicial independence and
accountability. “Our current appointments
system is out of step with democratic culture
primarily because it lacks transparency, and
provides for no oversight. Choosing judges
based on undisclosed criterion in largely
unknown circumstances, reflects an increasing
democratic deficit,” Justice Shah points out.
He calls for taking lessons from other
countries like the UK and South Africa where
a transparent process of appointment of judges
is followed, while maintaining judicial
independence. “International consensus seems
to favour appointments to the higher judiciary
through an independent commission,” he says.

A supreme court bench, which heard the
plea challenging the collegiums system, saw
some questions being framed such as whether
the clear language of Article 124 (2) can be
altered by judicial verdicts and whether there
was any convention that the President is
bound by the advice of the Chief Justice of
India and four senior most judges of the
supreme court while appointing a supreme
court judge.

Justice Sodhi says “There has to be some
kind of minimum standards - written test,
exams or interview. We can no longer bank
upon present system as the judges selected by
it have failed to meet the aspiration of the
office.” DP

editor.deccanpost@gmail.com

Collegiums System Vs Judges
Appointment Commission?
By Sridhar Rama
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W
orldwide semiconductor revenues fell 2.6 per cent to
touch $ 299.9 billion in the last year. In contrast with
the global trend, India's semiconductor consumption

rose to 7.4 per cent to touch $ 8 billions in 2012 from that a
year ago. The worldwide semiconductor industry suffered
serious disruption in 2012. Excess inventory in the supply
chain was the key factor. High inventory levels impacted
semiconductor consumption in India as well during 2012.
However, a relatively better domestic economic climate and
growth in consumer spending helped semiconductor
consumption growth in India. Of the three key electronic
devices - mobile phones, PCs and LCD TVs, LED TVs saw
the biggest growth of nearly 45 per cent in terms of
semiconductor consumption. Demand for mobile phones
grew 5.7 per cent and that of personal computers fell 0.3 per
cent during 2012. The three key electronic devices account for
more than 70 per cent of India's overall semiconductor
consumption. With the global semiconductor industry poised
for a rebound starting in the second quarter of 2013, the
expectation of semiconductor consumption in India is to reach
around $ 9.6 billion in 2013, an increase of 20 per cent over
2012. 

Mobile phones, PCs and LCD TVs are likely to account
for 74 per cent of India's total semiconductor consumption in
2013. 

Bangalore, Hub of Semiconductor Activity:

Karnataka is being looked upon as the next hub for
Electronic System Design and Manufacturing (ESDM).
Bangalore has around 85 semiconductor design firms, making
it one of the major global clusters in chip design. Bangalore is
the largest hub of semiconductor design companies, outside
the Bay Area, California with nearly 70 per cent of the
country’s chip designers based here accounting for 80 per cent
of the sector’s revenues from India. The state has several
leading companies in the ESDM industry specializing in chip
design and embedded software, strategic electronics, telecom
and solar photovoltaic systems. Many Multi National
Companies (MNC) have set up their India Design Centres in
semiconductor design in Bangalore. Several leading Public
sector companies (PSU) in strategic electronics have their
manufacturing facilities and Research and Development (R &
D) centers in the state of Karnataka.  Karnataka has pro-actively
taken up with Department of Electronics and Information
Technology (DIET), Government of India (GOI), for the
notification of ‘Brownfield and Greenfield electronics
manufacturing clusters’ in the state, and has committed to
create and strengthen the support infrastructure for growth of
the ESDM industry. There is a plan in place to create a focused
policy for attracting investments, provide incentives, identify
land for manufacturing clusters, enable setting up incubation
centers and support the development of the required skill sets
for ESDM through engagement with colleges and universities. 

Future of Semiconductor Market:

If we try to predict the segment-wise demand, the highest
demand by 2020 will be from the telecom products and
equipment, followed by exports, semiconductor design, IT
systems and hardware, high-tech manufacturing, and
consumer electronics. The semiconductor industry is highly
R & D intensive. In fact, the R & D intensity of the
semiconductor industry is 16.9%, which is second only to
biotechnology. Development and marketing costs, rapid
technological changes, and on-going R & D investments are
all factors that go into successful and sustainable IP generation.
There is always a scope for increased focus on IPR
development out of India, as almost all the semiconductor and
other technology-intensive global electronics companies have
a presence in India and do vast amounts of R & D work from
India. 

Semiconductors are finding increasing proportion of the
Bill of Materials (BoM) of the electronic products.

Consumption of semiconductors in India in 2011 was $ 6.03
billion. This represents a growth of 7.8 percent over 2010. The
domestic semiconductor market in India is expected to grow
to $ 9.66 billion by 2015. The Indian semiconductor market
fared better than the global markets in 2011 riding on the
growth of the Indian electronics industry. Growth across
product segments including mobile devices, IT, consumer
electronics, automotive and industrial propelled the demand
and usage of semiconductors. Semiconductor design is
projected to be a $ 55 billion market by the year 2020. In 2011,
this segment generated revenues of $ 8.8 billion and has
witnessed a robust growth of 17.3% since the year 2009. The
major demand driver of electronics in India will be the growth
in per capita income and corporate spend on electronics. The
penetration of Internet including broadband and mobile
phones will continue to grow over the next few years. There
is also strong government focus on E-Governance and
infrastructure which will drive up the demand. Core Advisory
Group for Research and Development in the Electronics
Sector (CAREL), a program initiated by the government to
indigenize products in six segments including set-top boxes,
smart-meters, smart phones, smart cards, micro ATMs and
tablets targeted towards education will provide a strong boost
to the industry to come up with innovative products targeted
to the local market.

The support to this industry came in the recent Union
Budget 2013 providing tax benefits to semiconductor
manufacturing. Finance Minister P Chidambaram supporting
the IC chip makers by waiving the custom duty for importing
semiconductor equipment and machinery for chips fabs said
in his speech "We recognize the pivotal role of semiconductor
wafer fabs in the eco-system of manufacture of electronics. I
propose to provide appropriate incentives to semiconductor
wafer fab manufacturing facilities, including zero customs
duty for plant and machinery".

The Problems:

India imports nearly 100% of its chips from other regions
such as US, Japan, Taiwan, Singapore and Europe. India's
electronics equipment manufacturing is also in weak state due
to the lack of not only the fab but also other electronic
components and materials. 65% of electronic equipments are
imported. There are many companies who are into electronics
manufacturing in India, but a few are into high end value
added manufacturing. The advantage of electronics
manufacturing is it creates millions of jobs for both for skilled
work force as well as white collar jobs. The value pyramid of
electronics lies on the base of local semiconductor and other
key component manufacturing ability, which is fully missing
in India. Countries with robust ICTE manufacturing bases
such as China, Korea, Taiwan, etc, have systematically built
excellent physical infrastructure and user friendly and simple
policy framework and approval mechanisms. Low costs of
funds, reasonable tax rates and a supportive government have
encouraged its growth overseas.

Growth proposals by government of India:

The Union Cabinet has approved two key proposals for
the growth of electronics manufacturing in India. They are:

A.  Special incentive package:

1. Approval of the proposal to provide a special incentive
package to promote large-scale manufacturing in the
Electronic System  Design and Manufacturing (ESDM) sector.

2. Approval of proposal to offer financial support for the
development of Electronics Manufacturing Clusters (EMCs)
as  these EMCs would aid the growth of the Electronics
Systems Design and Manufacturing (ESDM) sector, help
development of  entrepreneurial ecosystem, drive innovation
and catalyze the economic growth of the region by increasing
employment opportunities and tax revenues. The special
incentive package scheme is called the Modified Special

Incentive Package Scheme (M-SIPS). The main features of
M-SIPS are as follows: 

1. The scheme provides subsidy for investments in
capital expenditure - 20% for investments in SEZs and 25% in
non-SEZs.  It also provides for reimbursement of CVD/excise
for capital  equipment for the non-SEZ units. For high
technology and high capital investment units, like fabs,
reimbursement of central taxes and duties is also provided.

2. The incentives are available for investments made in
a project within a period of 10 years from the date of approval.

3. The incentives are available for 29 category of ESDM
products  including telecom, IT hardware, consumer
electronics, medical electronics, automotive, electronics, solar
photovoltaic, LEDs, LCDs, strategic electronics, Avionics,
Industrial electronics, Nano-electronics, semiconductor chips
and chip components, other electronic components and EMS.
Units across the value chain starting from raw materials
including assembly, testing, packaging  and accessories of these
categories of products are included. The scheme also provides
incentives for relocation of units from abroad.

4. The scheme is open for three years from notification.
Approvals for incentives not exceeding Rs. 10,000 crores will
be granted  during the XII Plan period. The projects with
incentives of Rs 10,000 crores have potential to create
employment for nearly 0.5 million persons.

The policy is expected to create an indigenous
manufacturing eco-system for electronics in the country.  It
will foster the manufacturing of indigenously designed and
manufactured chips creating a more cyber secure ecosystem
in the country. It will enable India to tap on the great economic
potential that this knowledge sector offers. The increased
development and manufacturing in the sector will lead to
greater economic growth through more manufacturing and
consequently greater employment in the sector.

B. Electronics Manufacturing Clusters (EMCS)
scheme: 

1. The assistance would be provided to a Special
Purpose Vehicle (SPV) which should be a legal entity duly
registered for this purpose. The SPV may be promoted by
private companies, industry associations, financial institutions,
R&D institutions, State or Local governments or their agencies
and units within the EMC. The SPV should consider
including an academic/research  institution to be part of the
proposed SPV for suitable academic- industry linkages.

2. The financial assistance to the SPV shall be in the
form of grant-in- aid only. For Greenfield EMCs the assistance
will be restricted to 50% of the project cost subject to a ceiling
of Rs 50 crore for  every 100 acres of land. For Brownfield
EMCs the assistance will be restricted to 75% of the project
cost subject to a ceiling of Rs  50 crore.

3. The scheme will be open for applications for five
years from the date of notification.

4. This is a policy decision with no automatic financial
commitment. The financial assistance under the policy would
be subject to  approval by the Competent Authority following
due process. 

The proposed scheme is expected to help flow of
investment for the development of world-class infrastructure
specifically targeted towards attracting investment in the
ESDM sector. Nearly 28 million persons are expected to be
employed, directly or indirectly for the ESDM turnover to
reach USD 400 billion. The policy covers all States and
districts and provides them an opportunity to attract
investments in electronics manufacturing.

The chips may be down, but India is not really out of the
vast worldwide semiconductor market.

Bright Future AheAd DECCAN POST April 21 - 27, 2013DECCAN POST April 21 - 27, 20138 9

By Jaywant Naidu

mail@deccanpost.net

DP

The 

Chips of

Future

India

The 

Chips of

Future

India

8 - 09 CLR_Layout 1  4/21/2013  2:51 AM  Page 1



DECCAN POST April 21 - 27, 2013 Focus 7

Judges appointment: 

T
he Constitution of India is the
fundamental legal document that covers
every aspect of separation of powers

between various branches of the government.
In view of the Constitution being explicitly
clear on many issues; there has been little
scope for clash of interests between various
branches. However, Indian history after
attaining Independence and adopting the
Indian constitution has weathered many a
storm.  Each organ of the government has
tried to assert its might over the branches.  As
a result, there came as situation where men
started assuming holier than you attitude.
This has paved way for the Collegiums system
of selection for appointing judges to the
various High Courts and also the Supreme
Court.    

Though the ‘collegiums system’ which
appoints judges has been in place for quite
some time now, there have been murmurs of
dissatisfaction over the practice in different
quarters. This question has been bothering not
just the top echelons of judiciary in India, but
even the political executive that prevails in 28
federal states of India, and at the central
government too are equally concerned about
asserting their power.  

The collegiums system - which is
followed in the appointment of judges to the
Supreme Court and the various High Courts
has recently been challenged in the Supreme
Court.  The petitioner, Rajasthan-based Suraz
India Trust wants the court to declare the
system ‘ultra vires’ and ‘unconstitutional’
because the constitution does not mention it
anywhere and it has been brought into
existence through the judgments of the
supreme court. The bench, which heard the
matter, referred it to the Chief Justice of India
for ‘appropriate direction’ as the petition raised
‘complicated constitutional issues.’ On its part,
the union government has stated that the
matter required active ‘reconsideration.’  

The trust questioned two significant
verdicts of the apex court in Advocate on
Record Association Vs Union of India and
Others’ (1993) and Special Reference No 1 of
1998 that have established the primacy and
supremacy of the collegiums system in the
appointment of judges to the higher courts.
The collegiums - which the critics call as
judges appointing themselves - comprises four
senior most judges in the supreme court and
the Chief Justice of India and three more
senior most judges in a particular high court
including its chief justice.

Former Delhi high court’s chief justice
AP Shah, who could not make it to the apex
court, quotes Justice Ruma Pal, formerly
Supreme Court Judge to say that the process
by which a judge is presently appointed to the
high court or the Supreme Court is “one of

the best kept secrets in the country”. The
constitution dealing with the appointment of
judges of the Supreme Court (Article 124) and
the High Courts (Article 217) says that the
President would appoint such judges in
‘consultation’ with other judges. Initially, the
power to appoint judges vested in the political
executive. That, now, rests with the chief
justice and the senior judges of the court. The
constitutional scheme now stands amended
with the ‘concurrence’ instead of
‘consultation’ of collegiums being made
mandatory for the President to make any
appointment of judges in the apex court and
the high courts. The votaries of the present
system regard it as a manifestation of the
constitutional principles of separation of
power.  Besides, they believe that it also
reinforces the independence of judiciary.  

The initiation of removal proceedings
against former Calcutta high court judge
Soumitra Sen and former Sikkim chief justice
P D Dinakaran and the recent filing of a
charge-sheet against Justice Nirmal Yadav by
the CBI before her retirement from
Uttrakhand high court for alleged corruption
have grossly eroded the Collegiums system.
Probably, that is why many former high court
judges are opining that the collegiums system
has not been able to deliver so far. They dub it
as ‘a total failure,’ when it comes to inducting
judges of quality. “Keeping the system of
appointment of judges within the four walls of
collegiums has given rise to a lot of criticism,
of stark criticism of nepotism, corruption and
personal prejudices.

Representation to political
executive a must

To ensure greater say for the executive in
appointment of judges, the Centre wants to
scrap the present collegiums system by
replacing it with a Judicial Appointments
Commission headed by the Chief Justice of
India with the Law Minister as a representative
of the government. The proposed Judicial
Appointments Commission (JAC) will be a
six-member body headed by the CJI. Two
judges of the Supreme Court, the Law
Minister and two eminent jurists nominated
by the President will be the members. "One
view has been that the Leader of the
Opposition should be made a member of the
JAC. This suggestion could be considered,"
the Cabinet note circulated by the Law

Ministry reads. Secretary, Department of
Justice will be the Convener of the panel.

The views of the Governors, Chief
Ministers and respective Chief Justices of the
24 High Courts will be elicited in writing for
appointment of judges as per the procedure
which could be determined by the JAC. The
proposed body will recommend appointment
of judges of the Supreme Court and Chief
Justices and judges of the High Courts. The
panel will also recommend transfer of Chief
Justice and judges of the High Courts. "Any
person who is not recommended for
appointment as a judge by the JAC shall not be
appointed by the President," the note says. The
Department of Justice in the Law Ministry will
process the recommendations made by the

JAC for seeking approval of the Prime
Minister and the President. Justifying the
move to scrap the collegiums system, the Law
Ministry said, "the need for this proposal arises
primarily because the present system of
appointment of judges in the country is
unprecedented as in no other country in the
world, does the judiciary makes appointments
for itself."

However, former Chief Justice of India V
N Khare differs with many who argue about
the ill effects of Collegiums system.  He does
not call it bad as such. But, he does not mind
making a way for representation to the
executive in it. “Since there has been talk of
making it more participatory, I feel one or two
persons as nominees of the President of India
can be included in the collegiums or selection
committee,” he says. Justice Khare, feels the
president can nominate a renowned jurist or a
former judge or a Chief Justice of India in the
collegiums. He points out that prior to 1993,
when the primacy vested with the executive,
very eminent judges were still appointed to the
high courts and the Supreme Court.

Justice Shah, whose elevation to the
Supreme Court was said to have been stalled,
says the present system of judicial
appointments in the constitutional courts
exemplifies the ‘misalignment’ between the
core values of judicial independence and
accountability. “Our current appointments
system is out of step with democratic culture
primarily because it lacks transparency, and
provides for no oversight. Choosing judges
based on undisclosed criterion in largely
unknown circumstances, reflects an increasing
democratic deficit,” Justice Shah points out.
He calls for taking lessons from other
countries like the UK and South Africa where
a transparent process of appointment of judges
is followed, while maintaining judicial
independence. “International consensus seems
to favour appointments to the higher judiciary
through an independent commission,” he says.

A supreme court bench, which heard the
plea challenging the collegiums system, saw
some questions being framed such as whether
the clear language of Article 124 (2) can be
altered by judicial verdicts and whether there
was any convention that the President is
bound by the advice of the Chief Justice of
India and four senior most judges of the
supreme court while appointing a supreme
court judge.

Justice Sodhi says “There has to be some
kind of minimum standards - written test,
exams or interview. We can no longer bank
upon present system as the judges selected by
it have failed to meet the aspiration of the
office.” DP

editor.deccanpost@gmail.com

Collegiums System Vs Judges
Appointment Commission?
By Sridhar Rama
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Why Sabitha must
quit?

i
am a regular reader of Deccan Post and
it gives immense pleasure for me to read
the best analytical stories published in

Deccan Post.  With reference to your last
week’s cover story I must applaud the
analysis and is of the opinion that all the
tainted ministers who are charge sheeted as
Accused in CBI charge sheets must quit
their office and face the
trial for the accusations
and allegations.  If they
come out clean then they
can be inducted again in
the cabinet.  By the act of
the state government and
the way CBI is
functioning one can not
understand the political
happenings.  The
government is expected to
drop its ministers if any
serious allegations of
corruption are leveled
against its ministers and the

CBI is expected to arrest the Accused people
if any charges are pending against them but
sadly it appears that the political bosses are
calling the shots and Congress party is
trying to save its ministers even though they
are facing serious allegations of corruption.
It appears that the state government and the
CBI are indulging in foul play by its
selective arrests.  Its high time that Sabitha
must resign from the post of Home
Minister and cooperate with the
investigation.

Dr Ravindra Naidu

Remembering
ambedkar’s
Message

Y
our Editorial on Dr BR
Ambedkar was a very
impressive one.  It was

the birth anniversary of the
Father of the Indian
Constitution on 14th April
and most of the media was
just busy in sensationalizing
as usual and I personally

believe that nobody gave enough
importance for covering Dr Ambedkar’s
message to India and its citizens.  I was very
much impressed by the understanding of
Dr Ambedkar as he believed that education
is the vital tool in the over all
development of the country
and its citizens as well.  Many
does not know that Dr
Ambedar was a multi talented
and accomplished person and
he dedicated all his life for the welfare of not
only downtrodden sections but all the
people of India irrespective of their class and
caste.  We really salute Dr Ambedkar for his
great contribution to this nation.

Anjaneyulu, Nampally

Lawlessness in
Speaker’s
Constituency

Y
our article on focus page titled
“Lawlessness in Speaker’s
Constituency results in Suneela’s

death” was a well written article and pressed
the importance of the representation of

Speaker in his own assembly constituency
Tenali.  No doubt Nadendla Manohar is the
Speaker of the AP state legislative assembly
and he has the utmost responsibility to
preside over the house.  But at the same

time Manohar should not
forget that Tenali people
have elected him as their
representative and it’s the
duty of Manohar being
the public representative

to ensure the safety and security of the
constituency people.  He can not escape
from his basic responsibility of representing
Tenali by citing the reason of being the
speaker.  If the situation is so worse in
Speaker’s own constituency then one can
understand the situation of worsening law
and order in the state of Andhra Pradesh. Its
high time that all highly placed people like
Speaker should be seriously take cognizance
of atrocities on downtrodden sections and
prevent crimes on the helpless women and
child.

Thota Raju, Uppal

Readers are requested to send in their feedback to

mail@deccanpost.net

t
he unnecessary controversies raked up by
JD (U) strongman and Bihar Chief
Minister Nitish Kumar over NDA’s

choice of Prime Ministerial candidate are only
adding more confusion in public minds about
the  possible outcome in the next general
elections to Lok sabha due in April - 2014.
Even though, many opinion poll surveys are
projecting both ruling UPA coalition headed
by Congress and Opposition NDA headed by
BJP falling short of the magic number of 272
(halfway mark in the Lok Sabha in next
elections), the BJP which is the principal
opposition party currently in the Parliament
doesn’t appear to be learning lessons.

Of late, Nitish has been openly attacking,
the rising star of the BJP, the incumbent
Gujarat Chief Minister Narendra Modi for
some hidden reasons. In fact, Modi seems to
be quite friendly towards Nitish despite all
this. But, some how, Nitish who flaunts his
Socialist-Secularist colours quite often is
revealing signs of discomfort at the mere
mention of Modi being projected as the BJP’s
Prime Ministerial candidate. This is highly
unacceptable as both are the Chief Ministers
of their respective states and both got elected
by public, more than once.

But, Nitish appears to be playing a hidden
card. On the record, Nitish admits that neither
he can become the PM nor his party can stake
claim for the top post, in view of its limited
role. “I am not in the race for the PM post, as
my party is smaller and limited to Bihar
alone,” said Nitish at a media conclave in New
Delhi recently.  He also declared that it is the
prerogative of the BJP, the largest party leading
the NDA to name its party’s candidate for the
PM post. If that is the case, Nitish should leave

the matter at that and allow the BJP to pick its
own prime ministerial candidate, the way it
wants. But, Nitish keeps on putting conditions
to the BJP saying that the next PM candidate
of NDA should have “the qualities of Atalji”.  

Again, all this is nothing but creating
confusion about Modi’s credentials that surely
creates an impression about prevailing
infighting within NDA over its choice of
prime ministerial candidate. There is
something amiss about all these. But the most
important factor is that the interests of the
Nation are really at stake. It is indeed a sad
reflection of our democracy that Dr
Manmohan Singh who even after being Prime
Minister of India is hardly recognized as a
leader of the Nation in our billion plus
population.  The congress due to its internal

compulsions has anointed Dr Singh - a non-
political face as the PM for almost two full
terms. The country paid a heavy price as Dr
Singh never volunteered to take the mantle of
leadership. He also failed to show
accountability and transparency in his second
term leaving many confused about his own
role in scams like 2G, Coalgate, Common
Wealth Games, numerous accusations about
Defense purchases etcetera.  

Even when general elections to the Lok
Sabha, are scheduled less than a year, there is
none from Congress being projected as their
PM candidate. A very clear choice in the form
of Rahul Gandhi could easily be projected but
it looks like there is some jinx troubling the
Gandhi - Nehru family to aspire for the Prime
Minister-ship. If that is the case, this time at

least, our Prime Minister Manmohan singh
must seek election to the Lok Sabha else it
would amount to perpetuating travesty of
democracy. In this context, it is expected that
the principal opposition party would not
repeat the same folly of the Congress and
instead it will project some one as their party’s
prospect for the Nation’s future.  

The recent Times Now pre-poll survey
too predicted that though the BJP led NDA
may emerge as the single largest coalition after
the next elections, leaving behind Congress led
UPA, one of them can get simple majority to
form government on their own. The role of
regional chieftains will assume bigger role and
secret negotiations will decide who the next
PM can be. If that situation arises, the
reputation of India as a superpower with
democracy will erode. It is possible that even
after the results of next Lok Sabha elections are
announced, there may not be any new
government for weeks together, due to the
underhand bargaining. 

It is the right time for veteran BJP leader
LK Advani and other senior BJP leaders to
declare Narendra Modi as the BJP’s prime
ministerial candidate. Those who want to
continue in the NDA will continue and those
who do not like will leave it. At least that will
end the confusion and people will be able to
clearly decide on their choice.  Deccan Post
suggests that the BJP should announce Modi
as its next PM nominee. Whether that helps
the party win enough numbers or not is the
criteria.  But surely that will make people
either accept or reject BJP’s ideology in an
outright manner. That is the essence of
democracy.

Edit PagE

DP
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Jeeto: Why are you studying blood
related books?
Santa: Darling, doctor told me
that tomorrow is my blood test.
So, I want to score good marks.
* * * * * * * *
Smart Student!!!!
A student was asked 2 write
a signboard 4 the traffic rules
near the college campus
He wrote:-
“Drive Carefully!
Don’t kill the students,
wait for the Teachers” xD :P
* * * * * * * *
Most STUPID questions
people usually ask
in obvious situation..

1. At movies: hey! What r u
doing here...??
Me: tujhe nahi pata yaar.!!
MaiN yaha ticket black karne
aata hu.. :p
2. In bus : A fat lady steps on
my feet : arey!! beta lagi to
nahi..
Me: Nai aunty bahot maza aaya
ek baar phir ho jaye:/ :O
3. When i got woken up at
midnight by a call: sorry yar!
So raha tha kya....??
Me: Nai yar! Mai to Bas late kar
marne ki practice kar raha tha .
4. when they see me with
shorter hair : yar! Baal
katwaye hai kya...??

Me: Pata Nahi Yaar!! raat ko

soya tha subah uth kar dekha

to andar chale gaye!!

5. When some 1 call me on my

land-line n asks where r u....??

Me: yaar main market mai hu,

phone b gale me latka kar le aaya

hu :p

* * * * * * * *

GIRL OR BOY!!!

A: Just look at that young person

with the short hair and blue jeans.

Is it a boy or a girl?

B: It’s a girl. She’s my daughter.

A: Oh, I’m sorry, sir. I didn’t

know that you were her father.
B: I’m not. I’m her mother.
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Answer 265 : Chandrakala, SR Nagar
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aStRo FoCuS

Aries: An assignment abandoned earlier for some reasons
is likely to come up for your consideration again. There
could be a big opportunity in your professional life. The
unemployed ones may get job offers. It is likely to be a
beneficial week for those in service, as favorable changes
would take place. You need to have transparency regarding
your aims and aspirations because you should make plans
concerning your future course of action. 

Taurus: Some of you would find an opportunity to prove
your worth in your profession. This week it would be
important that you do not hesitate in seeking help and
suggestions from others if needed. Your morale will be high
and you should try your best to complete pending projects
on time. For those traveling it would be a highly pleasurable
and educating experience.Health will not be good this week.
Be more caring toward your health.

Gemini: There will be some progress in a pending
work/project. Assistance from influential people will be
helpful. Efforts for a change in job are likely to meet with
success. Be prepared to shoulder responsibilities that come
your way regarding family matters. Keeping in view the
above you should decide your priorities after deliberating
all pros and cons carefully. Extreme caution is
recommended in the matters related to business.

Cancer: You still have plenty of time left to change things
around. Sometimes you need to take a few steps back before
you can make that great leap forward. Good financial news
this week would start a trend, which would continue for
sometime. But expenses will increase.  Secret affairs will be
exciting, but could severely damage your reputation.

Leo: A new partnership, joint venture, or collaboration will
prove beneficial in the long run. However preparations
done in advance will lead you to the desired goals. The days
ahead seem to be demanding and you need to keep to your
commitments to reap benefits. All travel-related work will
go well and would bless you with favorable results. 

Virgo: A desire to advance your career will inspire you to
work sincerely towards achieving your objectives and goals.
Financially, you are very much secured. This week
unnecessary risk should not be taken in business. Avoid
office politics as much as possible. Friends may have to 'step
in' to help with projects or situations that have you 'on
overload.

Libra: The period is favorable and you may expect elevation
in your social status, financial gain further coupled with
success of a high order during this week. Fair to good, you’ll
do well in your profession this week. Your skills and
technical knowledge would be appreciated by others. You
would also easily dominate the opinions of people around. 

Scorpio: New projects will be alluring and hard hour will
ensure outstanding gains in the long run. You'll attract more
respect and honor from people young as well as old. Bold
steps and decisions would put you in a better position in
your organization.  Your Love/Relationship could be better
if you devote your much time with your partners. Your
health will be fine and you will feel energetic throughout
this week.

Sagittarius: Your pioneering efforts are likely to earn you
success and independence in your work. Those working in
partnerships or tie-ups might experience occasional
differences with their associates. Professional insecurity is
in store. New status brings new responsibility. You are
advised to handle the situation patiently. You'll have an
opportunity to study and increase your knowledge. Your
partner would take you for a date in the end of the week.

Capricorn: There’s nothing new in your profession. It will
be as usual. You are likely to benefit from past investments.
Good week for artistic and educational pursuits. Watch your
words and hasty decisions, as it would only bring losses.
This week family members would be highly demanding
and would add pressure to your mind. Your mate or beloved
will be loving and affectionate. Health will be wonderful.
But don’t take many different foods in a day.

Aquarius: Your financial status will remain stable despite
your having taken risk in a new venture. Patience and cool
would be required to maintain harmony around you. End
of the week would be better for social activities and building
new ties. You will be in a relaxed and a happy state of mind
most of the time during this week.

Pisces: A change will make you give the best of yourself as
you will see an opening for your future career. This week
brings enough opportunities for those who seek jobs. A
sudden change in the situation proves beneficial and taking
advantage of it may help in substantial financial benefits.

April 21-27, 2013

i
n view of the festival of Sri Rama Navami on April
19th, the famed hill shrine of Lord Venkateswara at
Tirumala, the Temple priests

performed Snapana Tirumanjanam
(Celestial Bath) to Processional Deities of
Lord Rama, Seetha, Lakshmana, Anjaneya
Swamy at Ranaganayakula Mandapam
inside Sri Vari Temple.  The temple administration of

Tirumala Tirupati Devasthanams (TTD) has cancelled
Vasanthotsavam and Sahasra Deepalankara Seva on

Ramanavami day and cancelled
Vasanthotsavam even on April 20th
following special rituals on these two
auspicious days.  To annihilate the evil
forces in Tretayuga, Lord Sri Maha

Vishnu has taken the birth on earth as a human being and
his seventh incarnation Rama is a symbolic
example of perfect adherence to dharma and
he is often pictured as the ideal man and the
perfect being of the entire human race. He is
an embodiment of truth, morality, the ideal
son, the ideal husband, and above all, the
ideal king who safeguarded the interests of
his people with his able administration.
Because of all these qualities, Lord Sri Rama
is revered and worshipped even today by the
Hindus spread across the globe. 

On this important festival day, the
processional deities of Lord Sri Rama, Sita
Devi, Lakshmana Swamy and Lord
Hanuman were taken on a procession in the
four mada streets. Later on their return to the
temple, the temple priests performs special
rituals. The pundits read out "Sri Rama
Jananam" in Sri Rama Navami Asthanam,
that which takes place near Bangaru Vakili in
the night at around 10 PM. 

Laugh out loud

Sri Rama Navami Asthanam At Tirumala 
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ravuri gets Gyanpeeth Award    
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r
avuri Bharadwaja, 86 year old Telugu
Writer, Novelist and Columnist was
awarded the prestigious Gyanpeeth

Award, the highest literary recognition in
India for the year 2012. This award came
to a Telugu writer after a gap of 26 years
and Bharadwaja is the third Telugu man
to receive this honour which goes to a
great writer every year. The Gyanpeeth
Award is a literary award in India. Along
with the Sahitya Akademi Fellowship, it
is one of the two most prestigious literary
honours in the country. The award was
instituted in 1961. Any Indian citizen who
writes in any of the official languages of
India is eligible for the honour. It is
presented by the Bharatiya Gyanpeeth
Trust. 

“Many people
created hurdles in my
path in course of my
writing and I even faced
ridicule from different
people in the past,” said
Ravuri. “That only
showed the level of those
who supervised my
writing in different
organizations. Now, I have
no ill-will against anyone,
this award is an answer to
all of them,” Bhardwaja
said. He could not pursue
studies beyond 7th class, due
to poverty at home. 

Talking to media persons at his
Vijayanagar Colony’s modest two bed
room residence on Thursday, Bharadwaj
preferred not to remember about all those
who tried to discourage him when he
worked at several newspapers, magazines
and other publications in the last several
decades. He also worked as an employee

of All India Radio till 1986. 

This year’s Gyanpeeth selection
board chaired by noted writer Sitakant
Mahapatra specifically mentioned
Bharadwaj’s 1965 novel “Pakudurallu”
among 17 of his other novels and over
three dozen stories anthologies and other
works as his contribution to the body of
Indian Literature. Many of his Telugu
works were translated into different
Indian languages and English too. 

The conferment of Gyanpeeth Award
on Bharadwaj has surprised and shocked
Telugu literary world which has almost
reconciled to the fact that none of Telugu

writers are in the reckoning for the
honour this year. This is the third
time a Telugu writer bagged
Gyanpeeth, after traditionalist
Viswanatha Satyanarayana for his
“Ramayana Kalpavriksham” in
1970; and later C Narayana
Reddy’s “Viswambhara” in 1988.  

Dr C Narayana Reddy who
won Gyanpeeth Award in 1988
hailed Bharadwaj getting the
award by saying: "I feel he
should have got it long ago.
This is a boost to Telugu
literature". Sri Potti
Sreeramulu Telugu University

Vice-chancellor Prof Eluri Siva Reddy
said: “Bharadwaj is a towering writer in
Indian literature and yet humble”.

Moreover, Bharadwaj who was born
in a poor OBC family of goldsmiths at
Tadikonda village in Guntur district was
always an underdog as he shunned pomp
and publicity. “In spite of his prolific
writing and wide acclaim from across the
country over the years, he remained a

private man and never a regular in literary
gatherings,” poet and writer Siddhartha
told Deccan Post. 

After his father became a pauper in
1942, when Bharadwaj was just 16 years
old, as a young boy he had to do sundry
jobs and finally landed in working for
Telugu periodicals and film magazines
published in those days from Madras.
Bharadwaj’s first short story written in
1943 was turned down by a magazine, but
another one, titled “Vimala” saw the light
in the year 1946. 

Influenced by leading feminist writer
Chalam, Bharadwaj too, took to writing
on women’s liberation and freedom. He
was also inspired by other leading writers
of the time, like Sri Sri, Buchibabu,
Kodavatiganti Kutumba Rao and penned
many a progressive writings and novels on
social issues. But, poverty and meager
incomes pushed him to write detective

novels too in early days. 

Bharadwaj’s association with film
journalism helped him pen the award
winning “Pakudurallu” (slippery stones)
novel in 1965, which is based on cinema
field. His “Kantham Kathalu” the series of
stories written in loving memory of his
late wife Kantham who passed away in
1986 stand as great literary piece. He has
written 37 collections of short stories,
seventeen novels, four play-lets, and five
radio plays. He has also contributed
profusely to children's literature. Paakudu
Raallu, a graphic account of life behind
the screen in film industry, depicting the
lives and behind the scenes of film actors
is considered his magnum opus. Jeevana
Samaram is another of his popular works.
He thus became the 3rd Telugu
poet/writer in as many as 43 years to have
won the prestigious award.

By Mahesh Malekar

in the T-region. Among them three (S
Jaipal Reddy, Sarve Satyanarayana and
Balram Naik are in the union ministry.
While Secunderabad MP Anjan Kumar
Yadav never showed any liking for T-state;
the role of Zaheerabad MP Suresh
Shetkar is more or less that of a cat on the

wall. There is no question of these five
MPs shifting to any other party to contest
the next general elections. 

In the case of two other T- Congress
MPs, who have raised the Telangana voice
quite often, their accommodation in the

TRS has become a logistical problem.
Both Nizamabad MP Madhu Yashki
Goud and Karimnagar MP Ponnam
Prabhakar, despite their staunch loyalty
for T-state, are finding their
accommodation into TRS quite an
obstacle in view of KCR’s parochial
interests. KCR is known to be planning to
field his daughter Kavita from Nizamabad
and former MP from Warangal and a
close relative B Vinod from Karimnagar
and it appears this inclination is coming
in the way of welcoming Yashki and
Ponnam.  While, KCR himself will fight
from Medak; even Vijayashanti will be
shifted to fight either from Bhongir or
Zaheerabad. That’s why there is no room
for Madhu and Ponnam; in spite of them
hailing from Backward Classes (Goud
community). In this scenario, both
Ponnam Prabhakar and Madhu Yashki
will have to remain with the Congress.

But, the case of other T-Congress

MPs – Gutta Sukhender Reddy and
Komatireddy Rajagopal Reddy is different
again. Both these MPs have no proximity
with the Congress high command. It was
only because of YSR they got tickets last
time. However, they are not hesitating to
go either with TRS or YSRCP. Both KCR
and Jagan would be too glad to have them.
If Vijayashanti decides to contest from
Bhongir, then Rajagopal Reddy may have
to think of alternatives. 

They are many Congress party leaders
wanting to contest for Assembly; nothing
is impossible for some of them too join
TRS, if Vivek is given a prominent role in
the TRS affairs. With a strong lineage and
financial power, Vivek seems best suited
to play a bigger role in ‘T’ politics and he
can even become Telangana’s CM in
future. The only anti-climax could be
Congress deciding to grant statehood for
T-region before general elections. DP

editor.deccanpost@gmail.com

DP

editor.deccanpost@gmail.com

I am here to serve the people
G

regory A Ballard, the 48th Mayor of Indianapolis was in
Hyderabad as a part of the Confederation of Indian In-
dustry (CII) initiative. He spoke to Deccan Post.

What have been your major initiatives for Indianapolis?

In the year 2010, I launched ‘RebuildIndy’, a $400 million
initiative to rebuild deteriorating and long-neglected
thoroughfares, residential streets, sidewalks, and bridges
throughout Marion County. I have presided over four
consecutive balanced budgets, and Indianapolis has an AAA-
debt rating.   

Do you come from a political background?

No, Not at all. After my undergraduate degree in
economics from Indiana University, I joined the US Marine
Corps and have also served in the Persian Gulf War. After
retirement as a Lieutenant Colonel and 23 years of service, I
was awarded the Legion of Merit. And finally here I am, to
serve the people.

Let us know about the Sister City program of 
Indianapolis with Hyderabad?

The city of Hyderabad alongwith the cities Campinas,
Colonge, Hangzhou, Monza, Northamptonshire, County,
Piran and Taipei are a part of the Sister Cities International
(SCI) program. Through this, we look forward to International
business contacts, Increased awareness of other cultures,
Volunteer and community service opportunities,    Fostering of
mutually beneficial relations in economic development,
education, art, culture, medicine, and sports.

How do you work on a city so diverse in culture?

Indianapolis is a multi-ethnic city. International diversity
makes us welcome refugees from around the world. The Office

of International and Cultural Affairs (ICA) and the Refugee
Resettlement Planning Group of Greater Indianapolis (RRPG)
holds forums for refugees and refugee service providers. 

Can you let us know about the areas of cooperation in
the business sector?

We have given priority for power generation through
renewable energy sources. There are huge wind farms and we
are also setting up solar photovoltaic units. We are looking
forward to share knowhow for implementation of the same.
The business collaborations in the areas of Information
Technology and Pharmaceutical sector will be win - win
situation for Hyderabad and Indianapolis.

What about cooperation through Cultural ties?

Cultural relations between Hyderabad and Indianapolis
will enhance the Business ties further. We have Gregory Glade
Hancock, a Choreographer, who runs Gregory Hancock Dance
Theatre (GHDT) at Carmel, Indiana in our present delegation.
He has met some of the Telugu film personalities, including
well-known director K Vishwanath, to explore the possibility
of choreographing in Telugu movies. Mr Hancock has created
over 120 dance works showcasing many different ethnicities,
genres and styles and is interested in Indian culture and music. 

What are your future plans?

We plan to build a second cricket stadium and organize
a US Amateur Cricket Championship in the fall of 2014. It
would send a signal to the rest of the world that Indianapolis
was an extremely inclusive city. There would also be scope
for different teams from around the world to participate in
future.
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TRS chief K Chandrasekhar Rao
made an offer to these MPs to join him
before his party’s 12th annual
conference at Armoor in Nizamabad
district on April 27th. TRS chief KCR is
in a hurry to show his strength and
attract more MPs and MLAs from other
parties so that he can weaken established
parties like Congress and TDP and win a
maximum number of seats in next
elections, whenever they are held.
Whether Vivek is going to switch sides by
April 27 is still doubtful, as he is likely to
join TRS at a later date.  But, other two
MPs – Jagannatham (Nagar-kurnool)and
Rajaiah (Warangal) – are  ready to bid
goodbye to the Congress and embrace the
pink party at Armoor. Perhaps, this will
sound death knell to the Congress which
has been playing politics with the lives of
people of Telangana since 2009.

Their defection will signal that people
of this region are ready to bury Congress
and hug any party which is openly
committed to the formation of ‘T’ state.
The very recent joining of Karimnagar
Town  MLA Gangula Kamalakar into
TRS from TDP shows that in spite of
many gimmicks –giving a letter to union
home minister SK Shinde and the
ongoing seven months long “Padayatra”
by Chadrababu Naidu, TDP is losing
steam and unlikely to pick up in
Telangana.

Surveys project pro-T wave:

The overwhelming support for
formation of Telangana state has been
amply demonstrated by the many opinion
polls. Even the recent pre-poll survey by
Times Now& C-voter predicted win of
pro-Telangana forces in this region. The
survey projected 9 MPs to TRS and 3
MPs to BJP in Telangana. Another MP
(Hyderabad) will likely go to the MIM.
That means, only four Lok Sabha seats

will witness keen contests between other
parties.

The LS seats likely to be won by TRS,
according to these surveys: Adilabad,
Nizamabad, Peddapalli (SC), Karimnagar,
Warangal (SC), Medak, Zaheerabad,
Mahabubabad (ST) and Nagar-Kurnool
(SC). Of them, presently except Medak,
other seats are held by Congress and TDP.
Then, the BJP is expected to bag
Secunderabad, Malkajgiri and
Mahaboobnagar if Nagam Janardhan
Reddy joins the BJP.  Of course, MIM
will retain Hyderabad seat.  Then, the
remaining four LS seats which will
witness fierce contest among different
parties are as follows:  Bhongir will face a
keen contest between TRS, TDP and
YSR Congress; Nalgonda will see a fight
between TRS, YSRCP and TDP;
Chevella will be a battle ground for
Congress, BJP and TDP; and Khammam
will play turf war between TDP and YSR
Congress. 

So, even in these four seats, the TRS
is a strong force in at least two seats –
Nalgonda and Bhongir. If the defections
continue on a large scale and the TRS can
accommodate good candidates for both
LS and Assembly, then the party’s
prospects might be bettered. So, 15 LS
seats to pro-T parties – 11 for TRS and 4
for BJP is not impossible.

If that happens, no one can stop
Telangana state formation as other three
parties – Congress, TDP and YSR
Congress will have to fight for 25 LS seats
in Seemandhra region.  If YSR Congress
can get 12 and TDP get 8 or 9 seats as the
Times Now survey projected, then, the
ruling Congress will have to put up with
just four MPs in the region. Thus
Congress that bagged 30 odd seats is
facing a virtual rout.  Even the TDP is not
as comfortable as it appears. The

possibility of gains is more in favour of
YSRCP as time goes on.  

Social Consolidation:

All this indicates to a possible
formation of Telangana state, even after
the next elections. All these years,
Congress used Telangana as a pawn to
further its political interests and keep alive
its rickety government after the sudden
death of late YSR in September 2009. But,
the deeper and stronger desire of people
of Telangana for a separate state is unlikely
to wither away. As KCR is unable to make
any headway in winning 14 or 15 MPs on
his own, he is forced to go for
realignment of social forces – embracing
Dalits, Muslims and OBCs into his party.
Though, KCR declared that the first CM
of Telangana state would be a Dalit, no
one took him seriously till now, as there
are not enough Dalit leaders with stature
and strength to provide the required
confidence. Even now, people like Manda
Krishna of the MRPS still assert, KCR
will not keep his word. They further
demanded that it should be some one
from the Madiga caste as it has about 12%
population; while the socially and
educationally advanced Mala caste is
about 7%; in all the SCs combining both
Madigas and Malas comprise about 19%
of the total population in Telangana
region. 

The Muslims who constitute about
12% in the T-region are known to be
actively seeking separate state for
Telangana. Because KCR is reluctant to let
go the crucial 12% rural Muslim vote in
the districts of T-region, he had shunned
any pre-poll pact with BJP. KCR has no
hesitation to do business with anyone but
winning the votes is the first law of
electoral politics. The population of STs
is about 10% as many Banjaras have
migrated from neighbouring Maharashtra

state as they can get ST certificate in
Telangana.   

This social consolidation and serious
effort on the part of KCR has prompted
heavy weights like Vivek to join TRS.  All
these years, Vivek played a key role in
bringing all T-Congress MPs onto one
platform and keep them united on various
occasions inside and outside the
Parliament. Now, it is time for him to take
a stand on his principles.  He is ready to
quit Congress now since the dilly-
dallying game played by so-called leaders
within the Congress high command has
gone beyond limits. Here we need to
mention the role played by his dotting
father G Venkataswamy, who is fondly
called by his men as Kaka. Venkataswamy,
a long time friend and associate of
President Pranab Mukherjee (both
worked as deputy ministers in late Indira
Gandhi’s ministry during 1973 to 1977),
is the man known to be behind his son’s
decision to quit Congress and join TRS,
a calculated risk indeed.

Behind the scenes, Pranab Da can play
the role of an elderly statesman between
Kaka and KCR, in promoting Vivek at a
future date after elections. Kaka wants to
see his son Vivek as the future Chief
Minister of Telangana and KCR has no
objection to it, as he had already declared
his intention to back a Dalit as the first
chief minster of the new state. So,
Pranab’s role will not be that difficult
here.  In this scenario, Vivek may not
contest to Lok Sabha as many think now.
He may opt for an Assembly seat and his
elder brother and former state minister
Vinod may be fielded from Peddapalli LS
seat. 

T-Congress MPs and their prospects

In the last elections, the Congress
party won 12 MPs from 17 seats available
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Kaka sown seeds for sons entry into TRS, 

a long while ago!!!

E
very one was shocked when the Eighty
Four year old Gaddam Venkataswamy, the
grand old man of the Congress, stunned

the party with his attack on the party
president at a press conference in Hyderabad
on 1st February, 2011 calling Sonia Gandhi, a
foreigner with no grassroots experience.
"Sonia Gandhi must step down as the party
president, because the party has no future
under her leadership."  Being sore about the
party's decision to drop him from the
powerful Congress Working Committee. The
veteran leader stated that   "I have serious
doubts on the Congress coming back to
power under her leadership. Of the 28 states,
the Congress is in power only in a handful.
This number may become zero if she
continues to be at the helm."

To a question, what if he is expelled for
his remarks against Sonia: Kaka exhorted "If
I am expelled, party workers in Telangana
would form a new outfit called Telangana
Congress," the seven-time Lok Sabha
member has claimed. The Telangana lion has
risen again, this time to ensure the rout of
Congress in the T-region.

Kaka, has been in the T-movement since
1969 onwards. In fact, he won the Lok Sabha

seat from Siddipet in 1971 on TPS ticket
defeating the Congress candidate by huge
margin.  Later, all the 11 TPS MPs defected
to Congress, as Indira Gandhi was adamant
about keeping the AP state undivided. 

Kaka, ever since he was sidelined by
Sonia Gandhi in 2004, from becoming a
cabinet minister in the UPA-1 government;
YSR played dirty games to usher in Kaka’s son
G Vinod into the state cabinet just to keep
Kaka away from the union ministry. Kaka
understood the game plan and smartly
promoted his younger son, who was an active
industrialist running the thousand plus crore
enterprise --Visaka Group of Industries
successfully. Vivek who got elected to the
Peddapalli Lok Sabha was actively working
for the statehood of Telangana.  However, the
attitude of the Congress high command was
not encouraging to Kaka’s clan. The
domination of YSR was not acceptable to
people like Kaka, MSR and Palvai Goverdhan
Reddy. They abhorred the change of guard in
the state. They remained silent for a long
time. However after the demise of YSR, these
old veterans became active again.

They all started demanding the
formation of T-state. Kaka has great foresight

of future happenings. He cemented his
relationship with old friends like Pranab Da
and began attacking the new Gandhi-Nehru
dynasty. Kaka entertained ideas of becoming
either the chief minister or the President of
India. However, due to his advanced age, he

has to retire but not before setting the agenda
for his sons. He spotted good prospect in his
younger son who is shrewder among the two
brothers and advised him to take to politics in
a full-fledged manner. Now, Vivek has
already started a TV channel (V6) that is
attaining good popularity these days.  

But now, when  the Congress party is
still not decided about granting statehood to
T-region; the going will not be easy for any
Congress leader to win a seat in the region.
Even in Hyderabad too, the Congress
ministers like Mukesh Goud and Danam
Nagender would face the heat as the T-voters
will not spare them for their aggressive anti
T–stand. Many Congress leaders are in touch
with each other discussing about seeking
about 40 assembly seats from TRS once Vivek
makes a formal entry. 

This kind of bandwagon is equally
required for Vivek to stake his chances in
TRS after it wins a majority of seats in the T-
region.  For KCR too, someone like Vivek is
definitely needed for consolidating the caste
loyalties as well as keeping the Congress flock
in the TRS in good humor. It is to be seen as
and when Vivek will be able to make his first
move of joining the TRS. 

Konkona enjoys working with
debutant Directors

a
ctress Konkona Sen Sharma enjoys working with first-time directors because
she feels they convey something special through their work.

“I have worked with many first-time directors - Ayan (Mukherjee), Zoya
(Akhtar), Shonali Bose, who did ‘Amu’ and now Kannan Iyer. After working with
these people, I have found that the first-time directors bring something very special
to the table,” the 34-year-old said here in an interview.

“I don’t have any qualms (about
working with first-time directors). If
I love the script and have a good
rapport with the director, then first-
time director can also be very special,”
added the National Award-winning
actress.

She said the first-timers plan for
their film for many years — like how
their film would be and what it would
be. “So they put a lot of care and lot of
soul in the film.”

Konkona teamed up with
Mukherjee for his directorial debut
“Wake Up Sid” and Zoya’s first
feature film “Luck By Chance” saw
her playing the female lead.

Both “Wake Up Sid” and “Luck
By Chance” came out in 2009. While
the former was about a younger man
dating an older woman and turned
out to be a huge commercial success,
the latter detailed behind-the-curtains
Bollywood and won critical acclaim.

a
ctress Kaajal Vashisht, who is all
set to make her Tollywood
debut with Allu Arjun starrer

"Iddarammayilatho" has already
made the firm decision of not doing
any item numbers and maintaining
her focus on performance-based
roles. She believes that others may do
what they want to but she would like
to exploit her potential as a successful
actor instead of trying out item songs.

‘Iddarammayilatho’ is a
romantic-drama directed by Puri
Jagannadh. The movie features Allu
Arjun as the male lead along with
other actresses Amala Paul and
Catherine Tresa. Kaajal, who has
already worked in Hindi movies like
‘Rowdy Rathore’ and ’3G’, feels that
there is a vast difference between the
Hindi film industry and southern
film industry. Although she
completely trusts her director Puri
and says that in his guidance she will
surely shine.

Kaajal describes Allu Arjun as a
"talented and charming" actor and
says that he has been "supportive"
while shooting and "I could not ask
for more". "I hope to do a Hindi film
with him someday," she added.

Kaajal is not interested in
item songs
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T
he state of Andhra Pradesh has been in a political turmoil since
December-2009.  From then on, the ruling Congress party has been
facing rough weather in all the three regions of the state. While the

Telangana region is in the grip of a strong sentiment with people over there
demanding immediate formation of separate state of Telangana; the
politically savvy Coastal Andhra and faction ridden Rayalaseema regions are
known to be under the spell of ‘Jagan Maya’ despite the fact that YS Jagan is
‘kept’ in jail since May last year. 

General Elections to the Lok Sabha and Andhra Pradesh State Assembly
are scheduled in April-2014 unless advanced for political purposes. The UPA
led by Congress is known to be facing tough times. The UPA coalition has
formally lost its majority after the exit of both TMC and DMK.  At present
the central government headed by Congress party is struggling to run only
by resorting to arm-twisting leaders of parties like the BSP and Samajwadi
Party by using CBI. Despite this, the writing is on the wall and any moment
the Manmohan Singh government may collapse necessitating early polls. 

Many opinion polls and surveys are predicting a gloomy picture for the
Congress party especially in the crucial state of AP which has about 42 seats
in Lok sabha. The success of Congress in 2004 and 2009 elections has
undoubtedly boosted the strengths of the Congress to lead the UPA. But
things are not the same for the Congress and in fact they are absolutely
worsening with each passing day. The fact that  in AP, the Congress won 34
plus seats out of 42 in both 2004 and 2009 Lok Sabha elections is the most
crucial aspect of every dilemma the Congress high command is facing
currently.  The Congress high command is unable to make any decision as
it is not in a position to understand how it impacts.  It has tried old hats like
Konijeti Rosaiah and D Srinivas in the past to show leeway but both failed.
They were replaced with fresh blood like the present Chief Minister Kiran
Kumar Reddy and APCC chief Bosta Satyanarayana, who are much worse
than expected. Except for two seats in the Godavari districts, the ruling
Congress lost all the 19 seats in the by-polls to Jagan’s YSRCP held in
Seema-Andhra regions; whereas in the Telangana region, the Congress not
only lost all the seats it contested in the by-polls to the TRS but couldn’t
even get deposits in many places. 

The much fancied charisma of actor Chiranjeevi also failed in Tirupati
assembly segment despite intense campaigning by him. The door to door
campaigning by even the chief minister Kiran Reddy, who hails from
Chittoor district did not fetch Congress party the much needed votes. Now
after seeing the record margin YSRCP candidate got by defeating Congress
showman T Subbirami Reddy in Nellore; there is no hope of getting even a
minimum of at least about 10 to 12 seats in the Lok Sabha out of 42 seats.
That is the reality prevailing right now at a time when the Congress headed
by ailing Sonia Gandhi is looking to salvage its position through out the
country.

KCR on Cloud Nine

Finally, new faces are emerging on the center stage of Telangana politics.
After feeling betrayed by the attitude of Sonia Gandhi over resolving the
statehood issue of Telangana, the party’s MPs from the Telangana region are
feeling completely frustrated and some are planning to leave the party shortly
to join Telangana Rashtra Samithi (TRS) headed by K Chandra sekhar Rao.
For them, the TRS is the best bet to get re-elected in the name of fighting
for the statehood of Telangana. At least three Congress MPs – Dr G Vivek
(Peddapalli), Dr Manda Jagannatham (Nagar Kurnool) and S Rajaiah
(Warangal) have made up their mind to quit Sonia Gandhi’s Congress party
and join TRS sooner or than later. Surprisingly, all the three are Dalit MPs
representing all the three constituencies reserved for SCs in T-region. Of
the three, Vivek, younger son of veteran Congress leader G Venkataswamy
is all set to play a bigger role in Telangana politics in the coming days.

TRS flexing 
its muscles…
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By V Sundar Raja

s
tock market recovered strongly in the last
few days on account of several
encouraging news. Foreign funds which

were cautious in the last few weeks, have again
turned buyers along with many domestic
investors, as the current valuations looks
attractive compared to the recent major highs.

The Monthly WPI inflation for the
month of March has been reported at 5.96%
as against the previous month figure of 6.84%,
and is at the lowest that was recorded in the
last few months.  As the inflation is much
lower, there are expectations that the Reserve
Bank of India, in its next meet, would reduce
the banking lending interest rates. This has
triggered the interest rate sensitive sector
stocks to flare up, resulting in the Banking
stocks leading the market rally, followed by
revival in the Automobile and the Real Estate
sector. 

The quarterly financial results of leading
software firms TCS, HCL Technologies, has
been better than expectations. But, the
software stocks were seen in weak trend as the
segment has already seen a strong run-up
earlier.   New encouraging measures have been
announced by the government to boost
exports of the country in the Trade policy
announced on 18th April. Market has also
witnessed strong interest due to the sudden
slide in the prices of precious metals like the

Gold, Silver and also due to decline in the
petroleum prices.  The decline in the prices of
Gold and Oil would mean a lesser cost of
imports, which is expected to have a
favourable impact on the current account
deficit.

Precious metal Gold has been in
downtrend from 32,000 levels and is now
currently expected to find short-term support
at 25,000 in the MCX commodity market. In-
case of any failure to sustain at this key
support, then it indicates a further weakness
with the next support below is seen at 23,000,
for the traders to be cautious.

Similarly, Silver has been in the
descending trend from 65,000 levels, and has
even broken down the major support level of
50,000 indicating a possible medium-term
weakness. It is now expected to take short-
term support at 41,000 levels, in the MCX
commodity market where a minor recovery is
expected. 

Crude Oil has seen a strong decline from
5,500 to current 4,700 levels, bringing big
relief for the stock market.  But, crude oil has
the next long-term support below at 4,500
rupees in the MCX commodity market, which
is also a major bottom level that is seen in the
last one year.  Indian Rupee has seen a
marginal appreciation from 55 barrier level to

53.8 and the Dollar is seen in a steady trend.

Sensex is now technically placed at the
major psychological barrier of 19,000 levels,
where a short-term consolidation can be
expected. Market has to sustain above this key
resistance to indicate a further short-term
uptrend, with the next major resistance above

at 20,000.  Market is also awaiting quarterly
financial results from major companies in the
next few days, which can be a major trigger for
the market direction.

Note - Investors should be aware of 
risks in the stock market.

mail@deccanpost.net
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Stocks recover, as Gold declines 

2 - 15 BW_Layout 1  4/21/2013  2:57 AM  Page 1



Hyderabad’s Only Engl ish Newsweekly

Vol-VI,  Issue No. 11                                                                                          April 21-27, 2013                                   www.deccanpost.net 16 Pages                   Rs.3/-  

Everyone knows, the T-region is in the grip of
a strong sentiment seeking formation of
Telangana State; and the ruling Congress
has been facing rough weather in all the
three regions of the state since past few
years. Right now, Jagan’s mohana (spell) is
looming large in the rest of Coastal Andhra
and Rayalaseema regions.  At a time like
this, the jack of T-movement, KCR dropped
his crude bomb some time ago; and now its
effect is showing. Many T-Congress MPs led
by Peddapalli MP Dr Gaddam Vivek are
planning to quit the Congress and join the
TRS. To begin the proceedings, Nagar-
kurnool and Warangal MPs are joining the
TRS this week.

KCR is a man in great hurry to increase his
strength. He is attracting MPs and MLAs
from other parties to join his TRS party so
that he can overwhelm all the rivals in one go
and sweep the polls whenever general
elections are held to the 17 Lok Sabha and
119 Assembly seats in the Telangana region.
On one hand, KCR has been inviting the
ruling party MPs from Telangana to quit
Sonia’s Congress and join the Telangana
movement and on the other hand offering
seats to sitting MLAs belonging to the TDP
leaving Chandrababu Naidu panting in his
walkathon.

By Our Political Correspondent 

Contd. on page 2

The chips of future India... p8
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